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Preserving Traditions of the Past

The Island Pond Social Scene
1850-1950

resented Brighton in the legislature, became Town
Clerk, and was the first Brighton Postmaster. We know
him best as a physician. His diary clearly demonstrated
that the practice of medicine in the 1870’s was much
more a social experience than the scientific endeavor
that it is today. He offered compassion, reassurance,
comfort and frequent attention in the form of house
calls. This was about all that he could offer 130 years
ago, with few exceptions.
On Christmas Day, 1870 he wrote “At half past
10 o’clock, Mr. Mosher sent for me. He was sick
with an erysipalas (sic) sore on his left hand. I stayed
with him most of the day. I took Christmas supper
with the family. At 4 o’clock I came home and took
care of my horse. I then went back and stayed till
most 10 o’clock. I took supper, then came home. I
left him more comfortable.” Over the next 3 days, Dr.
Coe made 6 additional house calls, finally recording
that Mr. Mosher was doing “quite well”. His frequent
house calls and extended stays had to involve considerable interaction with the patient and family. The tenhour house call on Christmas Day was largely a social
experience.
(Continued on page 4)

By Dr. Porter Dale
Marilyn Maxwell, Dean King and I will be reviewing the social scene in Island Pond over a 100- year
span, from 1850 to 1950. It could be described as
“Island Pond before Television”. Clearly we cannot
cover 100 years in 45 minutes, so you will hear selected sound bites.
To look at the first 40 years, 1850 to 1890, we
have information from two diaries. The earlier diary is
that of Harvey Coe. Although the whereabouts of his
original diary is unknown, notes are available from a
review of that diary, the source for a program I presented at this same meeting 28 years ago today, on
August 5, 1973, entitled “A Doctor’s Life in Island
Pond 1873: The Diary of Harvey Coe”. Those old
notes now provide the following glimpses of Island
Pond social life in the 1870’s.
Harvey Coe descended from the Puritan, Robert
Coe, who arrived in America from England in 1634.
Exactly 200 years and ten generations later, the 27
year old Harvey Coe, moved to Island Pond. He repIsland Pond Historical Society
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President's Letter
As I write this letter between the holidays, I can
look out the window from my Island Pond home,
across my snow-plowed driveway and see the fir
tree branches hanging heavy with snow. The
snowmobile trails are open and the downtown gas
stations are busy with anonymous looking riders
refueling their bright colored and powerful snow
vehicles now referred to as "sleds". For those of us
cross country skiers, the trail into Beecher Pond is
excellent for a quiet afternoon excursion. Such is
Island Pond for me during this holiday season.
Hunting ,fishing and trapping in Brighton over the
years is the theme for our next annual meeting. Tom
Bresse and Gordon Lefebvre will be our featured
speakers. The meeting is scheduled for Sunday
August 4, 2002 at the American Legion Hall in
Island Pond.
Dr. Chris Dale is now in the editing stage of the
Island Pond-Brighton book project with the help of
members of the book committee. We appreciate
the hard work of the committee members anxiously
await the final publication.
Lumber Barrons of Essex County will be the
Island Pond Historical Society's theme for the
Vermont History Expo 2002. This year's expo will
be held on June 22-23 at the Tunbridge World's
Fair Grounds in Tunbridge, Vermont. This is an
enjoyable experience and excellent opportunity to
tell the Island Pond story beside many other small
town historical societies.
I would like to thank everyone who has donated
to the Society over the last year. Some donate their
family treasures relevant to preserving the traditions
of a town with a rich history. Others donate their
time answering the mail of those looking for some
details about their family history, or reorganizing the
museum and sorting through old photos and treasures. Many thanks go out to those who contributed funds which help with the costs of maintaining
the museum and publishing the newsletter.

Clifford Biron, outgoing president, is presented with a plaque by incoming president,
Mark C. Biron. Cliff Biron served as president
of the society from 1993 to 2001. (Photo by
Frank Allard)

Gerry Dufour chats with Dr. Porter H. Dale.
In the background is Lawrence Dale chatting
with Irma Worth Cahill after the annual
meeting. (Photo by Mark C. Biron)

Cover Photo: This was taken at Spectacle
Pond looking northeast over Pine Point and a
small island toward Gore Mountain. Bluff
Mountain is located out of the left border of the
photo. We don't know who the people are in
the photo.

Mark C. Biron
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Island Pond Historical
Society Meets
The 34th Annual Meeting of the Island Pond
Historical Society was held August 5 at the American Legion Hall in Island Pond. Nearly 90 people
attended.
Members Dr. Porter H. Dale, Judge Marilyn
Maxwell and Dean King presented the program,
"Changes in Brighton-Island Pond Social Life 1850
- 1950." Their recounting of social life as it evolved
through a century was illustrated by transparencies
and was very well received.
At the business meeting that followed, Major Mark
Biron was elected President. Craig Goulet was
elected Vice President, and Patricia Quinn Little and
Roena Daniels Gray were re-elected Secretary and
Treasurer respectively. Judge Marilyn Maxwell was
elected to the Executive Committee to replace
Gordon Lefebvre, whose term expired this year. She
will serve in that capacity for three years with
remaining members Michael Clarke and Dr. Porter
H. Dale, and President Emeritus John Carbonneau. .
Outgoing President Clifford Biron introduced
both outgoing and incoming officers and Executive
Committee members as well as President Emeritus
Carbonneau and Past President Francis Manning.
Mr. Biron was then awarded a plaque and given an
Ethan Allen clock for his dedication to the office of
President from 1993 to 2001. Outgoing Executive
Committee member Gordon Lefebvre was awarded
a plaque and thanked for his many years of service.
Following the meeting, refreshments were served
in the hall, and all were invited to visit the Society¹s
newly reopened museum in the former Grand Trunk
Railroad Station.

Museum Reopens
The Island Pond Historical Society's museum
reopened following the Annual Meeting on August
5, 2001. Previously located in two small rooms on
the ground floor of the former Grand Trunk Railroad
Station, it now occupies the old Customs office on
the second floor.

The panel on the wall outside the museum (which
used to house the railroad seniority list - now
preserved for future use) pays tribute to our
Founders, Presidents and Benefactors, and displays
our Memorial Roll of Honor, which will be updated
every year just prior to the Annual Meeting.
The museum has been divided into four main
sectors, plus an area expected to feature changing
displays. The railroad has played an important part
in our town's history, and reminders of its role may
be found throughout the museum. We are fortunate
to have six of Wilbur Frey's scale model engines on
display as well as many Grand Trunk station signs
and a wonderful array of artifacts in our "Railroad
and Related Operations" section.
A second sector highlights "Outdoor Life." It is a
collection of tools, pictures and other items relating
to our great lumbering heritage, the railroad's icing
operations, sugaring, outdoor sports, and other
activities.
The final quadrants are devoted to "People, Places
and Things" and "Churches and Schools." Exhibits
include artifacts and pictures from bygone days. A
collage of mostly business related photos is framed
by current pictures of present-day business establishments. The former back counter of Joseph¹s
soda fountain is filled with memorabilia from long
ago businesses. Items of common household use in
the past can be found in this area, as well as remembrances of people and events. In the "Churches and
Schools" area one will find a collection of pictures,
awards and programs from one room schools, the
Island Pond, Brighton and St. Mary's High Schools,
a large model of Brighton High School and the organ
from the original St. James Church.
On an aisle down the center of the room is
currently a display of military uniforms and equipment from the Civil War through World War II,
followed by a series of pictures of the town taken
from Johnson's Hill in 1864, 1895, and about 1900.
It is interesting to see the changes from one picture
to another. (Note: Our new president and long-time
photographer, Mark Biron, has been asked to take
a current picture from the same vantage point for
further comparison.) This aisle display is expected to
change from time to time.
(Continued on page 16)
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(Continued from page 1)
hosted 25 couples.
Sunday was a day of worship.
A diary entry on October 26,1873
reinforces his reverence for Sunday,
when he visited his brother Edward.
He recorded “We found them all
well. We stayed there till after supper. We had a good visit and a
pleasant time with them, although it
is the Sabbath Day”.
So much for a few sound bites
provided by Dr. Coe. The other diary I was privileged to read covered a two year period, nearly two
decades later, 1888 and 1889. The
author was the person for whom 1
was named, my grandfather. He was
then 21 and 22 years old.
Religion was an important asThe Lakeview Hotel Office, Jan 5, 1902
pect of his life in Island Pond, including church twice on Sunday and
Occasionally, Dr Coe balanced compassion with prayer meeting every Friday. A Congregationalist, he
his personal need. On March 23,1873, he records also attended the Methodist service frequently. In
that he was staying at the Williams home doctoring March 1888, probably St. Patrick’s Day, he attended,
Harriett, as well as himself, as he had a severe cold. as a guest, a meeting of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick
He recorded “I think I will stay over until tomorrow. I in The Island Pond Hall. A brass band, led by C. A.
can remain quiet here, from them that would be call- Burnham, played. The group then marched to the
ing, will not be likely to find me while here”. This was Catholic Church, celebrated high mass and Rev. Father Trottier preached. Returning to Island Pond Hall,
a haven for the doctor when he was sick.
Dr. Coe’s services were delivered mainly by house they listened to more band selections and heard the
calls. Transportation was essential, but created prob- president of the St. Patrick Society, A. E. Tracy and
lems at times. On May 1, 1873, he responded to a also C. J. Flaherty speak about Irish history and the
request to see John Bonnett’s little girl with scarlet prospect of home rule in Ireland. Porter H Dale, a
fever. He ended up traveling part way on foot be- non-Catholic, was then elected the first honorary memcause “the snow was so deep my horse broke one of ber of the Society. He responded with a short accephis tugs”. Several more visits were on foot. Sadly, 6 tance speech. The day of celebration was concluded
days later he recorded that the little girl had died. House that evening with a play which was described as “well
call distances were sometimes impressive, for example, cast,....... with a large audience,........ and $40 was
realized clear of all expenses”. Not everyone in Isto East Haven, Morgan, and Norton Mills.
As for recreation in the 1870’s, the diary relates a land Pond shared equally this ecumenical spirit. Por“horse trot on the pond” in March. Dr. Coe also en- ter Dale’s dairy that evening records “Called to see
joyed fishing and in August went to Hobson’s Mill in Amy in the PM. She did not think much of my part in
East Brighton and brought back “16 nice suckers”. St. Patrick Society and expressed herself to me”.
Boating was a popular activity on Island Pond and
Bear hunting was encouraged. In September, his uncle
Almon Smith came home with a bear’s head for the on Spectacle Pond. There are many references to rowbounty. In November there was a turkey shoot at ing to the island, or to Pine Point on Spectacle Pond.
Cheney’s. A Thanksgiving Eve dance at Clark Ladd’s We have to assume that the stream from Spec Pond
Island Pond Historical Society
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to Island Pond was navigable, which is not true today.
In the winter, snow-shoeing was common. In February 1888, 7 young people “went on a snow-shoe tramp
in the meadow”. Two days later 9 people “tramped
across the pond to Clyde Camp and took lunch in the
evening”.
There were group picnics, dinners and camping
trips, such as “dinner at Hobson’s Camp and all of us
young folks went”, or a corn roast at Clyde Camp
attended by 14. In July 1889, 11 people went camping at Seymour Lake for 3 mostly rainy days.
A picnic on the island in September was interrupted
when a “big rain came up and the ladies got into
Dunlap’s Shanty, while Elvin and I rowed to Island
Pond and got some rubber goods. We got wet through
but we got them all nicely home”. Chivalry was alive
and well in 1889.
Transportation to social events was by foot, by
horse-drawn buggy or sleigh, and occasionally by row
boat. There were many references to walking on the
tracks to the iron bridge, or to Butter’s Mill. Mrs.
Blanche Maxwell, Marilyn’s mother-in-law, recently
identified for us that Butter’s Mill was on the Pherrins
River about 1 mile above the iron bridge where the
highway now divides to go north to Norton or east to
Morgan.
For greater distances to be accomplished by horse
and buggy in the same day, it often meant an early
start. On May 14, Josiah Cobb left at 3 A.M., drove
to Charleston where he had breakfast at Mrs.
Wheeler’s, had dinner at Derby at Henry Bates’, and
was home in Island Pond for supper.
In August 1888, Porter went to an event in Newport which he identified as “the muster of N. G. Vt”.
Upon researching that abbreviation, the Newport “Express and Standard”, dated August 21, 1888, stated
“the National Guard of Vermont went into camp today, ......near Newport, where it will remain for a 5
day tour of instruction”. Interestingly, each member of
the National Guard then was armed and equipped at
his own expense, was obligated to train not less than
3 days each year and was paid the grand sum of $3
each year. The muster included a dress parade and a
mock battle. There were many spectators and overnight accommodations in Newport were all taken.
Porter records “Every nook and corner was crowded
and I had to sleep in my carriage”. Driving home late
Island Pond Historical Society

the next afternoon, he writes “it rained like fury from
W Charleston on”. He arrived in Island Pond about
mid-night. He observed that the tightly covered carriage kept him dry and warm. This provides some insight into the versatility and relative comfort of horse
and carriage travel.
There were several organizations in Island Pond
which provided social interaction and entertainment..
A reading club met weekly. Organizations identified
only as S. M. L. S. and O. O. G. T. had frequent
“socials’”. On August 28, 1888 the O. O. G. T. sponsored a debate. C. J. Flaherty and Porter Dale debated the negative side of woman’s suffrage while Carl
Storrs and Louis Follet argued the affirmative interestingly, thirty years later, when Porter Dale represented Vermont in Congress, he consistently argued
and voted for woman’s suffrage.
Finally, the diary mentions two funerals. On September 8, 1888, my grandfather writes that he was “ a
pall bearer at the funeral of a Mrs. Currier, out near
Caledonia Springs. It was an old house in the
woods........She was a young woman and left 2 children. What a place for the father to come back to
with his children. A heavy frost the night before had
damaged his crops and all seemed dark to him”. The
other funeral was for his close friend, Percy Hen, age
23, who had died of an acute brain condition. Porter
wrote “All day I have been thinking of the times Percy
and I passed together— of the night on Pine Point—
the long talk in father’s office —the day at the iron
bridge and countless others, and so the first one of
“the boys” has been
called home”. These two
deaths in early life are
reminiscent of the several
childhood deaths from
infectious diseases recorded by Dr. Coe. We
can understand why the
average life span then
was in the mid-forties.
This concludes my
portion of the program
and looks at the earliest
Porter H. Dale M.D.
of the 100 years.
Porter H. Dale II
August 2001
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Wild-West show in Island Pond, June 25, 1913
In late June 1913, three circus trains arrived in
Island Pond with equipment, animals and circus personnel. The trains stopped here to feed the animals
and go through Immigration so they could enter Canada
to perform in Montreal, Quebec.
The Essex County Herald reported on June 20,
1913 that the “young” Buffalo wildest show would be
in Island Pond on Wednesday , June 25 starting with
a parade leaving the bridge area at 10:30 a.m. with a
performance at 2:00 p.m.
The parade route would be down railroad street
to the first crossing and up the hill to middle street,
down middle to the John Young crossing and then to
the field where the Brighton Elementary School now
stands. This route was used because the wooden
bridges could not carry the elephants.
This show was billed as “America’s Greatest.” It
has been reported by locals “Cot" Bresse, Glen
Chesney and others that Buffalo Bill and almost certainly Annie Oakley were displaying their marksmanship with rifle and pistol.
On June 27, the Essex County Herald reports
“…one of the largest crowds in years attended the
circus, about 3000.”
I remember in the early 30’s that the famous Clyde
Beattie Circus went through by train on its way to
Sherbrooke. Many Locals were downtown to see
the animals and performers.
Reid and I and our parents saw the show in
Sherbrooke. Pop, being a Customs Broker, cleared
the paperwork for entry into Canada.
Rudy Vallee September 17, 1932
“Summer vacations in Island Pond are the hours
which recur to me as the “loveliest I have ever known”.
These are the words spoken by Rudy Vallee at the
home-coming gala held in Island Pond on September
17, 1932.
The papers reported that over 3000 people attended the banquet, concert and dance held in the
Opera Block on this momentous occasion. Crowds
had come to see, hear and visit with Rudy. He had
returned to his birthplace.
The Vallees had left Island Pond to go to Maine
but returned to visit relatives and friends. Rudy returned summers to stay with his aunt Mary Randall
and visit the local friends that he made along the way.

Island Pond House

More Island Pond
Social Scene
By Dean King
George N. Dale called this picture (above) “The
resplendent Island Pond House.” This was one of the
three hotels in a line on South Street. The Island Pond
House had 80 rooms and a dining room. The railroad built this building that could seat 300 people. The
same year the railroad came to town in 1853. This
hotel was on the site of the present Pepin Garage.
136 years ago today, at noon, General U.S. Grant,
just a few weeks after the end of the Civil War, arrived in Island Pond by special train with staff and
friends form Portland on their way to Quebec. This
famous General, with his party left the crowd at the
station and walked over the covered overpass to the
Island Pond House for dinner.
The town and the hotel dining room were decorated befitting this momentous occasion.
Following dinner, the General spoke and shook
hands with the children and the Island Pond soldiers
that served in the Civil War.
As General Grant left the hotel he faced the incomparable island that ever will be the emerald of Island Pond. Likewise he saw the giant mill chimney
that towered 115 feet above the village from 1859 to
1914 on the lakeshore.
Probably he best remembered the warm welcome
he received from the local people and the war heroes
who soon helped elect him president of the country.
Island Pond was the only stop in Vermont that the
General made on his way to Quebec.
Island Pond Historical Society
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The “Big bands” were getting started along the time
that Rudy had his weekly show. The new sounds of
these bands and the styles of dance were getting
started. Radio was picking up more and more of this
music being played in the big hotels in the east. Glen
Miller was one of the bands that toured the country
after playing these shows. As they started touring the
west they were very disappointed in the way they were
received. As they got further west they noticed that
the young people were coming to the dance halls in
droves. It seemed that the time difference on the west
coast had made radio affect a different crowd and
these young dancers were waiting for Glen when he
arrived. The new bands and styles of dance soon
became a new craze that provided entertainment for
millions of fans.
Movies with sound (talking) had come along about
this time. Forms of entertainment such as bands with
soloists of song and instrument swept the country by
the 20’s and 30’s.
In the mid teens the automobile was fast becoming the latest form of pleasure and transport to the
locals.
Fred Paquette was selling automobiles like hot

He said many times that Bill Lefebvre was his best
friend.
Rudy was the first crooner. He was leader of the
Connecticut Yankees Orchestra. He became a movie
star. He had a radio show every week for many years.
He was an all around entertainer and performed all
over the country. In the fall of 1972, the Saturday
Evening Post said “In the sixties, Rudy put show business on it’s ear for the umpteenth time and stole the
show with his terrific combination of comedy, singing,
and shrewd stagecraft.” The article was titled "The
Last Hollywood Yankee”.
Shown in this picture (next page) is Rudy with
Alice Faye in 1933. She came with to his homecoming. She later became a well known movie star in her
own right.
Radio was becoming very popular. Rudy was a
pioneer with his weekly variety program. Baseball
fans were glued to the speakers to hear the games.
Politicians and news were using this medium as well
as Amos and Andy and the Shadow and other daily
programs.
Music was being played whether country and western, classical, jazz or swing.

(Continued on next page)

Conductors stand at entrance to the Canadian National Railroad Museum Train
(Photo by Bill Weatherstone)
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(Continued from page 7)
Montreal were in weekly attendance.
Charley Gray once told me that you could go dancing in the early 30’s every night of the week. Some of
you might remember the Boulders, Wigwam, Playhouse, International Club, Bluebird and the Redwing
as well as Fred Tanguay’s Random Dance Pavilion.
During the 1900’s Island Ponders were treated to
music and teaching by a famous couple that had roots
here. Another grandchild of Vitica Blake, Maude
Danforth left here to attend music school in Boston.
While there Maude met and married Arthur Burbank.
In 1903 while teaching in Berlin, NH they formed the
Granite State Orchestra and were famous throughout
New England. Later they decided to go “on the road”
and were billed as “high class instrumentalists”. They
joined the Keith Circuit and traveled to all the big U.S.
cities across the United States. They came home to
Island Pond in the summertime to visit and while her
performed and instructed music. Teaching music to
some twenty locals they formed a twenty piece town
band. When they went back to work in the fall, George
Dyer took over.
The Burbanks played several instruments in a very
professional manner. Arthur was one of the foremost
trombone players in the country.
In later years, Maude taught in schools in Nova
Scotia and was noted for her marching bands. I remember many years ago Maude played violin solos at
the Congregational Church at Sunday services.
There were several dance bands mentioned in the
Herald, notably Bigalow’s, The Maroney’s George
Dyer and Curtis and Bresse. There were many piano
players. One of note was Lincoln Bowles who played
as far away as Lewiston, Maine and later played pi-

Rudy Vallee and Alice Faye
cakes. Fred could get almost any car you wanted
from Massachusetts or New York. He found men
like Henry Turgeon or Lawrence Maroney to get them
and drive them here for sale. You could buy a two
passenger Ford Runabout for $390.00 and other
makes for up to $2000.00.
In 1915 Fred and A.M. Stevens set up shop at the
new building where Pepin’s Garage is now and previous to that the Island Pond House which burned in
1903. This building was termed fire proof but we
remember it burned when Aubrey Scribner owned it.
This was called the Brighton Garage. Repairs were
made by A.M. Stevens and the basement was used
mostly for storage in winter as cars were “put up” until
spring.
In later years, Henry Turgeon took the Brighton
Garage to the Tanguay Random Pavilion until Al Goulet
bought it after being at the Tydol Station at the site of
the old Railroad YMCA that Marylyn talked about.
The Herald reported that the Sterns bought a car
from Fred and drove to Florida in 15 days with no
mishaps. This was the start of something big.
One of the first settlers in Brighton was James Vitica
Blake. He owned land in the lakeside camping area
and his great grandchildren had quite an effect on the
entertainment of Island Ponders.
Darrell Waterman built the Grandview Pavilion up
on the hill and Kenneth Barnes built the Lakeshore
Casino. These two dance halls were very popular
from 1936 into the 60’s in the case of the Grandview
and in the late 40’s for the Casino. A record attendance of the 470 people at the Grandview was attained one fourth of July weekend in the 50’s. Many
summer visitors and dancers from Burlington and
Island Pond Historical Society
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1894.
The first coaches and sleepers used in the
C.N.R. faithfully restored to their original appearance were included in the museum train. The 1899
dining car shows that early models were ornate
and plush and old menus in the exhibits prove
that big appetites could be satisfied at moderate
prices. A series of museum halls also were set
up in the three 1866 baggage cars.
The Board of Trade arranged to have the
Newport City Band play and U.S. Representative, Winston Prouty, of Newport, speak.
The train was staffed by retired railroaders
dressed in the style of costume worn by crews
100 years ago. Your program shows two of the
Island Pond girls that wore costumes that were
Actors and actresses: Alex and Kay King, and Rae worn at the time.
and Phil Bartlett.
I recall a steady flow of sightseers going
through
the train from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. on that
ano with Lawrence Welk.
Fred Tanguay’s Random Dance Pavilion was the Friday.
I think we found it difficult to cover 100 years of
old livery stable of Fred John where the Brighton Garage is now located. In years past the pavilion was social life in Island Pond in the time we were here
used as a basketball hall and by the school for other today. In reading the Herald in a few of those years
from 1913 to 1918 I noted so many activities by the
activities.
During this period, movies were being shown in schools, the organizations and churches and the talent
the Opera Hall and the Star Theater which was later that existed at that time that this was truly a very busy
called the Roxy and owned by the Sharbys. Bill Kane and prosperous time.
One large event that I hate to leave out that took
showed movies and held dances to crowds of 300
place
here in the 50’s was the Rogers Rangers Pagplus. The Roxy showed a change of about three movies a week with two shows a night and matinee on eant held on the Coe Farm. The cooperation of the
Town, State and all surrounding towns was a tremenSaturday.
During this time local talent was a very important dous undertaking. The costumes and acting can not
part of the local scene. I always heard that Cot Bresse be surpassed. There must have been over 100 parand Mrs. Sam Payeur were tops in comedy, ad libbing ticipants as well as all the
much of the time. Other sketches by local organiza- back up personnel. The
tions and the schools took place on the local stages. Pageant lasted for at
Two local couples were found hamming it up on oc- least three nights.
I am sure that we
casion. (see photo above)
have
enjoyed working
In July 1853, the first International Railroad conon this program and
nected up in Island Pond.
Now 100 years later we were fortunate to be able hope you have gained
to host the first and only mobile museum in the world. interest in our town from
On August 21, 1953 the Canadian National Mu- our presentation.
seum Train was hauled by mogul number 674 of 1899, Thank you for listening.
the oldest locomotive still operating on the C.N.R.
Other locomotive power in the train was a wood
Dean King
burner number 40 and an old saddle switcher built in
Island Pond Historical Society

9

Winter 2002

ing had no bell, no cathedral windows, no pipe organ
or balcony, no carpets, no electric lights, no steel ceiling or furnace.
The St. James Roman Catholic Church was organized in 1858. The land for the first Church was purchased on November 5,1858. In October 1859 a
small frame church, 24 feet by 36 feet was erected by
Father Germaine of Compton, Quebec, Canada. In
1860 it was noted that the Church was composed of
sixty Catholic families.
In 1868 a new building was blessed which was 70
feet by 38 feet added to the old one. It is stated that
the second church would accommodate around five
hundred persons. According to Child’s Gazeteer of
1887, the church was valued at about $6000.00 which
included the grounds. It later became the residence of
the Lavoie family.
In 1871 the mission became a Parish and Father
Dufresne is recorded as the first resident pastor. In
1886 the society opened a school for the education of
boys and girls, though principally intended for the latter, with 203 pupils attending school the first year.
The present Church cornerstone was set in 1898.
The old church was moved and the present edifice 58
feet by 115 feet was constructed. It was built in the
Roman style with metallic ceiling, stained glass windows and three altars. It cost $12,000 and was dedicated on February 8, 1899.
Christ Protestant Episcopal Church located on
South Street, was organized in 1871 by Thomas
Blaylock, with fifteen members. At the time, Mr.
Blaylock was a student at Bishop’s College,
Lennoxville, Quebec, and with the assistance of a retired English Clergyman of the diocese of Quebec,
continued the meetings until 1875 when the first resident pastor, Rev. Daniel F. Smith, was installed. The
Church building, a wooden structure, was erected in
1874. It will comfortably seat 250 persons and as of
1887 was valued, including grounds, at $9000.00. At
that time the “Society” was comprised of 250 members with Rev. J. H. Sellers, rector.
It was also stated that the Sunday School met regularly with a membership of fifty-five.
The Grace Methodist Episcopal Church was organized by its first pastor, Rev. Edwin S. Locke, with
thirty-three members, on March 10, 1876. The
Church was a wooden structure built in 1878 at a cost

Churches and Organizations
in the mid 1880’s through
early l9OO’s
By Marilyn Maxwell
The first electric lights came to Island Pond January 12, 1856, sixteen years after Edison’s first successful light bulb. Before the advent of electricity, TV
and radio, the residents became socially active in their
community due to their desire to create harmony and
good fellowship among themselves. With this came
the advent of the churches.
The vision the early settlers had to actually build
these beautiful church structures, of which three remain, is a testament to their faith and strength, as well
as their abilities.
The First Congregational Church of Brighton was
organized by John Kilby, Harvey Coe, A.B. Garland
and others, with eight members originally, on February 28, 1852. Rev. John W. Baker was installed as
the first pastor in 1865 . According to Child’s
Gazzetteer, Charles Cummings bought the land for the
church as a gift. Then Cummings convinced the countryside and everyone connected with the railroad for
funds to erect the Church. John Poor gave $50.00
and convinced many of his railroad colleagues to do
the same. Poor collected money from Portland, Maine
while Cummings did his best to get smaller amounts
locally in cash, promissory notes, and in service rendered by sawing lumber. Some paid promptly, some
paid after the Church was built, and some never paid.
Cummings made entries alter their names such as
"Doubtful," "Bad," "Not Good," "Poor," and "To be
paid in lumber or labor." One man subscribed $10.00
but added the words, "If I remain here one year." Apparently he remained, for he is credited with payment.
Records reflect that Moses Robinson was the first
settled minister having arrived in Island Pond in 1852.
Mr. Robinson owned the land where Lakeside Cemetery is now from which he had the timber cut for the
frame and boards of the Church. John Cargill sawed
the trees into lumber at his mill near Iron Bridge.
The building was erected in 1854 capable of seating 250 persons. The cost of the building was
$2160.29, and in 1887 it was valued at $2500.00
with a membership of thirty-three members. The buildIsland Pond Historical Society
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Island Pond YMCA
of $2200.00. It was stated it would seat 300 persons
and was located on Cross Street where the CookShack is now located. As of 1887 it was valued, including grounds, at $5200.00 with ninety-two members. The church building was sold in 1939 for
$800.00 and dismantled. The stained glass windows
were kept for other churches to use, purportedly some
were taken to East Charleston, Vt.
The Delta Alpha Class of the Methodist Church
was organized in March 1908 by Mrs. Nellie Hobson,
first president. The class served a need for Bible study.
After the closure of the church many of the members
attended the First Congregational Church and the
ladies continued with the Delta Alpha Class which was
their remaining link with the former Church.
The Churches were viewed as a social center, and
it was a duty of the rural churches to serve as such
almost as much as its obligation concerning the spiritual aspect.
To give a sense of growth in the community, in 1884
the population of the town was 1,691 and it was reported that there were 64 births recorded for the year
with 27 males and 37 females. There were 27 deaths
reported that year with 12 male deaths and 15 female
Island Pond Historical Society

deaths.
Church picnics were commonplace and in August
1911 the Delta Alpha Class was invited to a picnic at
the Applebee cottage at Norton Lake, 12 miles from
town. A large number attended going by train, as not
many had cars in those days, and returned home at
9:00 p.m.
In July 1915 the First Congregational Church Sunday School picnic held in Warner’s Grove had over
60 adults and children present. The outing started at
10:00 A.M. with transportation being provided by
hayracks, wagons, and autos. The group returned from
the day’s activities at 6:00 p.m. Dr. Dale stated he
recalled one such event as a youngster and how he
participated in the 3-legged race, one of the many full
activities taking place.
Christ Church Sunday School also held their annual picnic during this time frame at Amey’s cottage
on the lake shore. The group arrived by automobile,
canoes and teams. It too was an all day outing with
games being played and boating on the lake followed
by an "appetizing" lunch being served.
The May 1915 edition of the Herald tells about
(Continued on next page)
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(Continued from page 11)

This photo, circa 1900 or before, shows the three churches; Catholic, Congregational and Episcopal and the Methodist Church on Mill Street. Notice the differences in the Catholic church in
the two photos (similar view on the next page).
the pupils of the Convent School meeting at the Reception Hall to offer their respectful wishes to Rev.
Father Trottier along with a short program. Father
Trottier thanked the children and granted them a holiday for the next day. The 3 upper grades decided to
climb "Mt. Bluff" leaving the Convent at 9:00 a.m. They
reached the top around eleven and the boys set to
work building a fire in the rocks, over which potatoes
were roasted for dinner. Some of the students set out
in search of specimens for their nature study books
and when ready to return to the rest of the group they
discovered they were lost. After tramping around for
2 hours they found themselves on an adjoining peak.
Eventually they were reunited with their group with
many new flowers in their collection. After eating they
started to descend the mountain around 5:00 p.m. At
the foot of the mountain they stopped for a rest telling
stories, singing, climbing trees to their heart’s content.
Also, in 1915 the Ladies Guild of Christ Church
held a lawn social on the rectory grounds with a musical program by Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Burbank. An exhiIsland Pond Historical Society
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bition of "human" oil paintings were on display. The
social ended with ice cream and lemonade being
served.
In 1918 the Methodist Church turned into a hospital to care for influenza patients - both the vestry
and "audience room" were used. Dr. A.E. Parlin and
a Mrs. Waterman, head nurse cared for 20 patients.
It is evident that all the churches held many social
functions in addition to the spiritual life of the church.
It is further evident that community members were
always looking toward the future and ways to better
their town.
One such project undertaken was the advent of
the town clock. It appears the ladies of the Grand
Army of the Republic offered a contribution of $280.00
if the townspeople would raise the balance of $450.00
for the purchase and installation of a town clock in the
tower of Christ Church. It was noted this was "an
excellent opportunity to fill a long felt want as any progressive village of this size should have such a time
piece." The clock was to be built by the Howard
Winter 2002

Island Pond 1918
Clock Company of Boston and guaranteed to keep
correct time. The committee consisted of Mrs. Ed
Dickson, Mrs. Charles Bessette, Mrs. E.F. Johnson,
T.C. Carr, C.E. Johnson and L.B. Jones.
The October 18, 1915 edition of the Essex County
Herald indicated the clock was to be installed soon.
The clock was to have a much larger bell than the one
originally ordered due to the large number of subscribers having a total of $871.12 being collected for the
project.
Piano recitals, plays, debate meets were a few of
the prevalent activities that occurred at the local schools
within the community. One such play was entitled
"America" which was performed by the students of
Island Pond High School on a Monday evening in June
1918. It was a pioneer pageant play setting forth the
westward march of Christopher Columbus. It was directed by Miss Adelaide Hooker. The cast of characters reveals many familiar names, some of whom probably still have family here today.
Along the same lines, the Essex County Herald depicted the following program that was presented on
Saturday evening, June 10, 1911, the "School of EloIsland Pond Historical Society

cution Entertainment" which again reflects many familiar names as participants.
We view “Green-Up Day” as a relatively new undertaking to beautify our neighborhoods but it is noted
in an April 1915 edition of The Essex County Herald
that every family living within the Town of Brighton
should make the first week of May as a general “clean
up week.” It specified that one should not wait for
their neighbors to enter a complaint against them, that
they should see to it that the front yard, backyard,
alleys and vacant lots were thoroughly cleaned up. Apparently, tin cans, brush and clothes were often found
outside on the ground for families were urged not to
leave such things on their property.
The following picture depicts a way of life in the
late 1800’s with Converse Andrews, the milkman;
William Farr, the meatman; and Charles Willoughby,
the grocery man in front of the M.H. Davis Store on
Derby Street before they begin peddling their goods.
Some of the organizations were established as a
result of the efforts of the churches. Other organizations were established to fill a need to do more charitable work for the betterment of mankind. The charter
(Continued on next page)
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Milkman, Converse Andrews, Meatman, William Farra, and Groceryman, Charles Willoughby,
in front of M.H. Davis Store on Derby Street.
The Grange was also very active during the late
1800's and early 1900's. Island Pond Branch of the
Red Cross was organized May 1917 with 613 members as of December 1917. As a result of the War, the
local branch furnished many items such as surgical
shirts, comfort bags, socks, wristlets, scarves, helmets,
sweaters, washcloths, comfort pillows, mouth wipes
and Christmas bags which were shipped to the Boston Supply Service for distribution.
The Women’s Christian Temperance Union was
very active in the community prior to the enactment of
prohibition.
The Churches, along with the many organizations,
enjoyed the social aspect of their groups, but they also
did much charitable work for those less fortunate. We
must remember, the social service agencies that are
available today to assist the less fortunate were not
available in the late 1800's and early 1900's. Therefore, the community through its Churches and related
organizations did much to assist those in need.
Kitchen Junkets were commonplace during the
early 1900's and families and friends would gather at
someone’s home bringing with them whatever musical
instrument they could play so there would be music
for dancing. An article in the locals of the Herald indi-

for the Masons, Island Pond Lodge No. 44 F. & A.M.,
was granted January 14, 1858. As reported, the town
having no social center the organization took hold of
its work with zest and in a very short time its membership reached one hundred.
Soon followed the formation of the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, Essex Lodge, No. 13 I.O.O.F.
being instituted April 5, 1881, working toward the principles of the Order of Friendship, Love and Truth.
North Star Chapter No. 25, Order of Eastern Star
was instituted November 20, 1887 with nineteen charter members and is considered a valuable auxiliary to
Island Pond Lodge No. 44.
Ross Encampment, No. 4 of the I.O.O.F., was
instituted August 21, 1890 with 20 members.
In May 1900 Elvin M. Bartlett was the Grand Master of the Vermont Jurisdiction of the I.O.O. F.
Oswegotchie Lodge, No. 17, Knights of Pythias
was instituted February 16, 1900 with 43 charter members. It was stated that this is the youngest and at the
same time one of the most prosperous of the secret
orders of the community. An article written by George
N. Dale states that the Library of Congress furnished
the translation for Oswegotchie as "coming round a
hill."
Island Pond Historical Society
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cated that the home of Harvey Coe was the scene of
such an event on a Wednesday night where it was
reported a good time was had by all.
Another source of enjoyment was the Island Pond
R.R.Y.M.C.A., which was organized October 20,
1903 through the combined efforts of the Grand Trunk
Railway and the townspeople.
The building was opened in December 1903 free
of debt. The townspeople contributed $2500.00 and
the railroad gave $4500.00, as well as the site. The
building was situated in the area that now houses John’s
Market. ‘The dormitories contained 34 beds and they
were in constant use as the railroad was a very busy
hub in the community. The association fulfilled many
needs such as religious, social, physical, and educational. The railroad men stated, “It means more to us
railroad men to have this Association here than anyone can realize.” They continued to say that they came
to the YMCA dirty. cold, hungry, and tired. They were
able to get warm, have a good bath, cook their supper, smoke, talk, or perhaps read a paper or magazine, and play a game before retiring to bed.
It was also stated that the R.R.Y.M.C.A., at Island Pond was the only one in Vermont. As a result of
having this available to them, the railroad men were
better conditioned physically and mentally to meet the
demands of their difficult duties at work. It appears
that by December 1916 one hundred sixteen had
joined the Association.
However, on May 30, 1918 the YMCA was destroyed by fire which had started in the kitchen used
by the railroad employees from an overheated oil stove.
The fire was discovered by night clerk, Edward
Dickson, shortly before 4:00 a.m. There were 15 persons occupying the rooms and Mr. Dickson rushed
through the smoke upstairs to awaken the sleepers.
He found it difficult to get them awake and made several attempts to reach them but was driven back by
the intense heat and smoke. Electric lines were burned
and the building was in darkness making the rescue
more difficult. There was some delay in getting the
central telephone office that called for the fire alarm
and it was 20 minutes before the fire department had
water streaming on the structure.
According to the Essex County Herald all occupants escaped the building with the exception of Harry
Payne, a newsboy, who could not be rescued. All
Island Pond Historical Society

made their way out of the building by the fire escape
except for Engineer Willey of Montreal, Harold Davis
of Norton and Immigration Officer Thornton of
Coaticook, Quebec, who jumped from the third story.
It is stated that Willey sustained a broken wrist, Davis
a broken leg and other severe injuries. Thornton was
severely burned.
The injured were taken to the office of Dr. Parlin
which was nearby and Dr. Parlin and Dr. Sargent attended them before being taken to the Sherbrooke
hospital on the express train leaving at 6:30 a.m. At
the time of loss the building was insured for $5000.00.
Mrs. Dwight Stafford, the former Pauline Parlin,
recounted her memories of that particular disaster
through an article that appeared in the Newport Daily
Express May 10, 1972. She stated that the "Y.M.C.A.
was located on the lot directly across from what is
now the Medical building," and she was living there
with her father, Dr. Amos Parlin. She indicated it was
an imposing structure for Island Pond. The entrance
was toward the station and the other side of the building had a well cared for tennis court. She stated how
beautiful the inside of the building was with wainscoting and highly varnished woodwork. She further stated
that the roof of their own house had unknowingly caught
fire twice, that all their front windows were cracked
and paint peeled from the house. She also stated that
her grandfather, John Sweeney, had very serious burns
on both hands and less severe facial burns from pulling a man away from the burning building. Mrs. Stafford
also stated that 3 or 4 men were brought into the office with one being so badly burned and having internal injuries that he died after reaching the hospital. Mrs.
Stafford states that the fire took place May 8, 1918,
however, the Essex County Herald May 31,1918 edition indicated it took place
May 30, 1918. It was stated
however that, "All were in
agreement that Island Pond
lost the center for its social
life."

Marilyn Maxwell
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John Carbonneau discusses history while manning the Society's booth. Our Society was among
the 95 local historical societies participating in the second annual Vermont History Expo June
23-24, 2001 at the Tunbridge Fair Grounds. The event was billed as “A Weekend Celebration of
Vermont’s Story as told by the Keepers of the Treasures and Traditions,” and was listed by the
Vermont Chamber of Commerce as one of the Top Ten Summer Events for 2001. (Photo by Mark
C. Biron)
(Museum Reopens... Continued from page 3)
Much work has been put into this project. The
Society is fortunate to have preserved a great
collection of "stuff". It has been no easy job to sort
through 34 years worth of it and to choose items for
display. Since June, a dozen volunteers have worked
actively to prepare for the reopening, and have been
informally dubbed "The Bent Nail Club." They
include Cliff and Mark Biron, John and Elaine
Carbonneau, Porter and Mary Dale, Gordon
Lefebvre, Cynthia and "Mac" MacDonald, Pat and
Stewart Little and Mike Worth. The name evolved
from the many problems encountered working with
plaster walls and century-old woodwork, both
unforgiving mediums on which to hang things.
A number of people have responded to requests for
specific information, artifacts and pictures, and for
other help to complete our initial displays. They
include Frank Allard, Community National Bank,
Island Pond Historical Society

Roberta Chesney, Robert & Irene Christie, John
Davis, Dalton Gray, James "Doc" Kennedy, Dean
King, Keith Ladd, Helen Langford, Francis Manning, Mike Venuti and Ina Worth and others.
To all of the above, a sincere thanks for their interest
and participation. The museum is "a work in
progress". Some displays are temporary, some are
incomplete, and some are yet to evolve. As you
visit, it is well to keep three things in mind: (1) we
can not display everything that has been donated
over the years (2) we can not display what we don¹t
have and (3) the items that are displayed came to
the Society through people who remembered to
preserve and share important parts of our past.
The museum has been open most Saturdays
since the meeting. A program for training docents is
under consideration so that a number of guides will
be available to staff the museum in the future.
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Bridge and Building Crew having dinner. Left to right: Oscar Morissette, Rock Gagnon(cook),
Howard Bingham (foreman), Bill Weatherstone (assistant foreman) Gaston McDuff, Archie
Gillis and Alfred Martineau.
Ted Boutin and unidentified man.
Can anyone help in identifying
this man?

Island Pond Historical Society
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Recent Deaths
Life members
Beth Hamilton Bell
Pearl Stevens Farman
Dr. Norman Kennedy
Paul Lavoie
Marjorie Peach
Carlotta Sinclair
Mrs. John (Ruth) White Jr.
Eva Apple Bailey
Armand Cheverier
Bernice Payeur

Members
Vera Okeefe Goupee

Others
Larry Allard
Rena Mary Daniels
Jean Christie Ford
Mary Testut
Irma Lampher Young
Beatrice Burrough Bowen
Jeanne St. Laurent
Pat Rosa
Renald Gaborialt
Mae Barnes Wing
Natalie Hinton Davis
Beulah Barney Tanner
Roger E. Major
Martha Johnson
Pauline L. Rodin
Rose Aimee Rodrigue
Joseph Albert Pratt
Roxanna Harmon Hamel
Donald Roger Whitehill
Raymond Carroll

Memorial Gifts for:
- Elwin Rabida by Rhoda Cyr,
Rita Cyr Gagnon and Cecille Cyr
Jennings
- Roger & Beverly O'Gorman
Major by their daughter, Judy
Sroka
-Shirley Dale by Pat and Robin
Dale McCann
Special Notice: In the Winter
2001 newsletter, we inadvertently omitted Pauline Welch's
last name in the obit column.
Pauline, a long time fixture in
the Town Clerk's Office, served
as the Society's memorial
chairperson for several years.

Essex County
Population 2000

"Tiny Towns: The 2000 Census"
found there are 8 Vermont towns
and unorganized towns with
fewer than 100 people in
Esex County, the State'e
least populated area. In
decending order (with the
number of year-round
residents in parentheses)
they are: Victory (97),
Granby (86), Ferdinand
(33), Warren Gore (10),
Lewis (0), Averill (8),
Warners Grant (0) and
Avery's Gore (0)" ...
information courtesy of
the Vermont Property
Owners Report. For
those members away, the
Census figures for
This artwork by Babe Roby, was recently donated to the Society by
Brighton are 1260, and
Ed Belknap in memory of his wife, Veda.
Norton are 214.
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Jack Basil in his store selling to Robert E. Moore. Photo
taken by Mark C. Biron between 1972-76.
Island Pond Historical Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 408
Island Pond, Vermont 05846-0408
Application or Membership Renewal for Memberships ending August 31, 2002
Mail to: Island Pond Historical Society, P.O. Box 408, Island Pond, VT 05846-0408
Name______________________________________________________________
Street______________________________________________________________
City_______________________State_______Zip____________-____________
Memberships $8.00 Regular ( ), $15.00 Contributing ( ), $50.00 Life Member ( )
Husband and wife may jointly share all memberships.
Mail Your Renewal Today!
Special notice
Membership cards mailed to those enclosing self addressed stamped envelope.
*Life memberships include automatic listing on Memorial Roll of Honor for individuals and/or both partiesof
shared life membership. Others may be listed on the Memorial for a donation of $50.00 per person.
Please place Memorial Roll information on a separate sheet of paper.
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U.S. Customs personel at the Island Pond railroad station. Photo was taken August 12, 1912. Back
row: Howard H. Hobson, Frank C. Mosher, Malcom T. Sadlier, Collector C.S. Emery, Charles E.
Johnson, Claude S. Foster, Francis H. Johnson.
Middle row: Capt. William A. Graham, Hiram B. Farmer, Capt. William H. Norton, Capt. Henry E.
Randall, John W. Thurston. Front row: Alfred Joseph Paquette, Charles Bancroft, Leonard B.
Jones, Merton L. Flint, Edward J. Bagley (ranks in front of names indicate Civil War veterans)
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