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President's Letter
Our winter season has been mild with less than
average snowfall. Hopefully the same weather
pattern will continue through February, March and
into April.
The announcement of Theresa (Terry) Younce’s
death which occurred on December 6, 1998 was
certainly sad news for our society. Terry had been a
very active member of our society for many years,
serving as vice president and long term trustee. The
society extended it’s thanks to Terry at the annual
meeting in August 1998 by presenting her with a
plaque honoring her for more than 25 years of
dedicated service and leadership to the Island Pond
Historical Society. She will be missed.
The society has made a memorial donation to the
Brighton Alumni Scholarship Fund in Terry’s honor.
Plans for the annual meeting are progressing well.
The meeting will be held at 1 p.m. on Sunday,
August 1, 1999 at the American Legion Hall. Our
speaker, John Goulet, will give a presentation on
Sports in Island Pond, a half century ago.
As this newsletter goes to press, I am happy to
announce the Society has just received the largest
legacy in its history. It is from the estate of Roy
Kaufman, widower of Island Ponder Ruth Harvey
Kaufman who lived in Vershire. They attended more
than a decade of annual meetings and Ruth assisted
in several Society projects. We are most appreciative as this legacy, a totally unexpected gift, as a
beginning, along with others, in assuring the Society
a solid financial position for its continued operation
and future projects. More on this at the annual
meeting August 1st.
Our vice president and newsletter editor, Mark
Biron, who is a major in the Vermont Army National
Guard, is leaving for a nine month assignment to
Germany as a public relations officer at the European Command Headquarters. We wish him our
best.

Willem Lange autographs and sells his book
Tales from the Edge of the Woods for Patti
Osterud and daughter after annual meeting
in August 1998. (Photo by Mark C. Biron)

Lorina Goulet, Anne Letrick and Mr. and
Mrs. Felix Goulet enjoy a chat before the
meeting. (Photo by Mark C. Biron)

Sincerely,
Cliff Biron

Mary Austin Bagley and Bob Cilley enjoy
the social after the meeting.

Cover Photo was taken at Lake, Vermont in 1930. Lake was a small farming and lumbering
community at the north end of what is now known as Norton Pond. (Photo courtesy of Cliff Biron)
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(Photo by Mark C. Biron)

Summer 1997

Round House Shop Crew-- Does anyone recognize faces?
(Photo courtesy of Michael Clarke)
This aerial view below of downtown Island Pond was taken December 23, 1998. Notice that the
lake is not yet completely covered in ice and resembles how the lake appears in springtime just
before the ice disappears. The Society has a list of days the ice went out that is nearly a century
long. The dates vary from early April to mid-May with the first week in May most common.
Photo by Mark C. Biron
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The Bear Cub
Story by Mark C. Biron
Photos courtesy of Clifford Biron

Fences couldn't keep the cows from roaming on
the Joseph Biron farm in the summer of 1930. So,
occasionally they had to go into the woods to find
the cows for evening milking. In the early afternoon
of Friday, May 23, 1930, Joe Biron and Godfrey
Gagnon, and Beauty, Gagnon's German Shepard,
went into the woods from the north end of Norton
Lake toward Holland, Vermont to bring back some
stray cows.
As they were walking and looking for the cows
they came upon a mother bear and two cubs.
Beauty was very large for a German Shepard and
frightened the mother bear and one of the cubs
away. The other bear cub took refuge in a nearby
tree. The tree leaned enough so that Biron could
easily climb to where the cub was holding on. The
cub was approximately six weeks old and about the
size of a large racoon. Biron climbed close enough
to grab the cub’s hind legs and pull him from his
hold. But, when he pulled him free he couldn’t hold
the cub far enough away to keep him from biting.
As he was balancing himself and the bear in the tree
the cub bit him and the surprise of the bite caused his
hand holding the cub to fall in such a way that the
bear swung down and hit his head knocking it
unconscious. Gagnon and Biron were able to carry
the unconscious cub by it’s legs and with it’s head
hanging so when it came around it couldn’t bite.
As most people know, a mother bear protecting
her young cubs in the wild can be one of the most
dangerous animals in the woods. Gagnon, aware of
this, became very agitated and said repeatedly in
French toBiron in the tree
with the bear, “Joe, Vien
tens, Chris” “Joe, come on,
Christ. The mother’s going
to get us.” If not for the dog
the mother bear might have
returned. It was close to
dusk when they returned to
the farmhouse with the bear.
"I was five years old at
the time and remember
seeing the bear in the shed
Eva Biron with Bear.
(attached to the farmhouse).
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There was an empty shelf over the doorway and the
cub paced back and forth on it. We all went out
and watched the cub,” said Cliff Biron.
Joe Biron
erected a cedar
pole, ten feet high
with a small board
platform on the top,
across the driveway
from the farmhouse.
The cub was
chained to the pole
with a long enough
chain to allow him to
climb the pole and
sit on the platform.
The cub would
spend hours up
there. Within the
radius of the chain
the cub also had a
Joe Biron with Bear.
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deep wooden box
that he slept in.
(See cover photo)
They fed the
cub milk from a
baby bottle with a
nipple.
The cub really
became the family
Joe Biron with Bear behind pet. As the older
Lake Station on Biron farm. children came
home from school one afternoon, Eva Biron had
lost track of three year old "Pete", Edward Biron.
He wasn’t around the house with Eva and everyone
began looking further from the house as he may
have wandered off. They looked for him perhaps
fifteen minutes before someone looked in the bears’
box and found "Pete" and the bear curled up and
sleeping together.
At that time the family car was an open, four
door, Model "T" Ford and the family occasionally
traveled the twelve miles to Island Pond. The bear
went also. The bear would ride on the hood with
his chain passed through a crack in the middle of the
windshield. The bear would sit there looking around
and enjoy the ride. When they arrived in Island
Pond they would park in the central downtown area
and people would come and give the bear
softdrinks, lollipops and candy.
The Biron farmhouse was close to the railroad
and the trainmen always looked for the cub at Lake.
One day during the summer of 1930 as a freight
train was approaching from Canada the engineer
was blowing the whistle almost continuously. This
seemed strange to Eva Biron and she just had to go
look out the shed door. As she watched the approaching train, whistle still blowing, she noticed one
of the men leaning out the engine window and
pointing excitedly toward the field in front of the
house. Looking towards the field she noticed the
bear cub running toward the pasture. The bear was
loose and was dragging his chain across the field.
As the bear crossed the fence to go into the pasture
his chain got caught in the wire and he was stopped
in his tracks. Eva went and found husband Joe at
the barn and he went and brought the bear back to
his pole.
Island Pond Historical Society

Joe Biron plays with Bear.
In October of 1930 the bear grew large enough
to be a little dangerous as a family pet and Joe
traded the bear with Mr. Cora Rivers of Island
Pond for a pony named "Saco", a harness and a two
wheel cart. Mr. Rivers owned a gas station on
Cozy Corners
outside of Island
Pond at the intersection of Route 105
and 114.
Cliff Biron
believes he last saw
the bear at a “Wayside Stand” in
Glover, Vermont. At
the “Wayside Stand”
they sold gas, soft
drinks, hot dogs and
candy. The bear
was nearly ten years
old when my dad last
saw it in Glover.
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ate the race. It has been shown they only have cubs
every other year, not a high breeding potential.
The Vermont Legislature now in session has
acted wisely in leaving our largest game animal
under protection from January first until June first.

Vt.’s Most Misunderstood Big Game Animal the Black Bear
Essex County Herald — March 6, 1947
No animal has kindled the flame of prevarication
around the campfire as freely as the black bear. But
yet what other big game animal of Vermont is so
little understood by the people of our state? It is
true of this animal, as of others that roam our woods
and fields, that we should know more of its' behavior and habits to properly insure safekeeping perpetuation of its kind.

To Help The Bear
The Stanstead Journal — August 27, 1931
In behalf of captive wild animals, the Quebec
Government is being petitioned to stop the issuing of
licenses, in order that these poor creatures may be
no longer exploited at filling stations, etc. Some may
think this an unreasonable interference with “personal liberty,” but most of us could get along without
a faded out bear at the end of a chain, even if he can
sit up on his haunches and guzzel ginger pop. We
have no doubt one of these animals in his native
haunts could furnish a real thrill, but in captivity they
are so common now that even the “kids” are losing
interest in them.

Essex – a County of Big Bears
A normal size adult black bear will stand 32
inches at the shoulder, measure 70 inches from snout
to tail tip, and weigh between 250 and 300 pounds.
Federal men in Arizona took the champion black
bear as a cattle thief; he weighed 900 pounds.
Vermont has produced some whoppers too. Two
bears weighing 507 and 461 pounds were taken in
Essex County in recent years.

Editors NoteReaders are reminded how attitudes change
through the years. Wild animals are protected
by state laws and usually are returned to the
wilds by game wardens. Chained bears would
be frowned upon in todays world.

The individual bear is a wide ranger. He usually
roams within a 12-mile radius. A mother bear, with
young cubs, will naturally stay closer to home.
Family Life of the Bear
The black bear is a solitary animal. Only during
the mating season will a number of them be seen
together in the woods. Of course, a mother may be
seen with young ones, and the group we see in the
woods is more than likely to be this family group.
It is fairly well established that the black bear
does not mate until it is three and a half years old.
Mating normally occurs in the latter part of June or
early in July. The period of gestation is almost seven
and a half months. So the cub is generally born
about the mothers fourth birthday. By promiscuous
killing of bear we are in effect eliminating many
females before they bring forth a family to perpetuIsland Pond Historical Society

Leon "Doc" and Stella Hodge in front of their
store on Railroad Street. (Photo courtesy of
Michael Clarke)
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allies moved south to raid colonial settlements and
traveled through our area with loot and hostages
returning to French Canada.
Forests and unspoiled lakes and rivers remained
untouched. It was in the early 1800s that settlements took place. With all the lumbering it is hard to
imagine that the last virgin forests that covered New
England were harvested in 1943 in our county.
So now as we look to the future we can only
speculate what it will be like. But we can truly say
most of us have lived in a great era in local history.
Time moves onward!
January 1998

Turn of the
Century
Essay by
John Carbonneau
In the next two years
we will live through not
only the end of the century
John Carbonneau
and the beginning of a new
one but the privilege of living through a millennium.
A very historic occasion.
Few of our membership can recall one hundred
years ago. It was a real boom time for Island
Pond. In 1900 electric lights and the telephone had
just come to town. Main street was graced with a
new opera hall, containing a bank and a home for
several fraternal lodges and town offices. Nearby
was the Bartlett block one story higher than the
present Buck and Doe building. The mill, with its’
towering smokestack, was still busy on the
lakefront.
The Grand Trunk Railway’s decision to build to
the Atlantic ocean had its effect locally by vast yard
expansion. A new round house, machine shop and
car department, station and freight shed dramatically
changed our downtown area. The old freight
houses were moved along the east end of Main
Street to make the Johnson’s Feed Store complex.
Lumbering was booming. The Fitzgeralds, Hobsons
and Dales were busy as lumber barons not only in
Essex County but opening up the wild river area in
Maine to vast lumbering operations. A great
prosperity and future was in store. It was that great
steam age of cinders and sawdust unique to our
area.
What a contrast to a century before. In 1800 no
permanent white settlement had yet been made here.
It was a “strange and mysterious land.” The late
Wendell Thurber, a retired U.S. Customs officer in
the 1920’s and 1930’s, first used this term to me to
describe our region. Settlements took place to the
south, east and west but the local area was still a
portage route for Indians and early hunters and
trappers. Up to the mid 1700s, just before the
American Revolution, the French and their Indian
Island Pond Historical Society

The above editorial was part of the
Charlotte Paquette Moore residence estate.
(Courtesy of Michael Clarke)
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Islander Ponder,
Marcia Sloan Quinn
Recognized
By John Carbonneau
It recently came to our attention that for the first
time in Canadian history a woman was sworn in and
is leading a Reserve Brigade formation. Colonel
Marcia Quinn is commander of the 41st Canadian
Brigade Group. Only three district brigades exist in
Western Canada. The Alberta unit is comprised of
1,700 reservists.
“I have always felt that leadership is not gender
specific”, Quinn stated in the Calgary Herald, “ but I
didn’t think a woman commanding a brigade would
happen in my lifetime.”
Prior to this appointment, Quinn is credited with
many “firsts” for women in the Canadian armed
forces. In 1982, at the rank of major, she commanded an Army medical field unit of 200 soldiers.
In 1988, she was the first woman appointed to the
directing staff at the Army Officers Staff College in
Toronto. Five years ago she was awarded the
Order of Military Merit, a high honor for Canadians.
Marcia was born October 15, 1947 to Hubert

and Edith
Savoy Sloan.
She graduated
Col. Marcia Sloan Quinn
from St.
Mary’s Academy in Island Pond, Sacred Heart
High School in Newport and St. Mary's Hospital
School of Nursing in Montreal. Her roots are deep
in Island Pond. Both grandfathers, John D. Sloan
and Frank Savoy, were Canadian National-Grand
Trunk Engineers as was her father, Hubert, and
brother, John Sloan.
In civilian life she is a Senior Consultant in Health
Services in Calgary. She is married to Kenneth
Quinn, who is a general in the reserves. They have
three children. Island Pond is very proud of
Marcia’s success story and the Society wants to
share it with our membership.
November, 25, 1998

This photo comes from the Charlotte Paquette Moore residence estate. All in the photo appear to be
sawmill employees. Location of the sawmill is unknown. The photo is guessed to be taken around
1900. (Photo courtesy of Michael Clarke)
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1864 view of Railroad Street taken from South Street hill above the railroad yard.
Left to right, the Samson-Biron house, Parlin-McBride medical center building, The Northeast
Kingdom Community Church printing building, Gertrude Payeur house, Alder Street and LefebrveBellis house. The American Legion is now located where cattle pens are shown here. The cattle pens
were used to feed, water and inspect animals moving through the Port of Island Pond. Howard H.
Hobson, Island Pond historian presented this photo to George N. Dale, in March 1940. Dr. Porter H
Dale donated this photo to the Historical Society September 20, 1998.
The Central Garage (below) located on Railroad Street. This photo comes from the Charlotte
Paquette Moore residence estate. (Photo courtesy of Michael Clarke)
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Island Pond Buries
Newport in Barrage of
Hits 9 – 0

Keefe, C.F.
Prue, 3 B.
Mason, P.&C.
Mossa, 1 B.
Gardyne, 2 B.
Drown, P.
Burbank, L.F.
Comeau, P.
Mackle, R.F.
Lamothe, L.F.
Sheehan, 2 B.
Burbank, P.
Contois, L.F.

Essex County Herald — July 17, 1947
“Jim” Padden, Master of Control; Sets old
teammates Down with five Hits.
In an important League game played at Newport
Wednesday evening, the Basil Boys let loose with all
their fury and lashed out 13 hits to blast 4 Newport
Pitchers off the mound, and giving Jimmy Padden his
fifth victory against no losses.
Johnny Goulet with three for four and Demick
and Padden with a 2-4 average at bat were the
heavy stickers for the Ponders while Teddy Goulet
with a double and Masons double were the only
extra base hits.
In the fourth the Basil Boys picked up six runs on
hits by Padden, T. Goulet, Demick, Harris,
DesLandes, P. Goulet, J. Goulet, Demick, and Dyer,
and then proceded to take two more in the fifth and
one in the seventh. Burbank starred for Newport in
left field and made three successive catches in the
outfield to draw a nice hand from the bleachers.
“June” Flanders easily made the nicest play of the
day in a running catch to the right hand bleachers.
In the seventh inning “Cubby” Goulet picked up
a hot one, a throw to Ted Goulet on second who
then relayed it to Dyer on first to end the game at 90 for Island Pond.
Island Pond
AB R H
P. Goulet, S.S.
3 1 1
J. Goulet, C.F.
4 2 3
Flanders, 3 B.
5 0 1
Demick, C.
4 0 2
Dyer, 1 B.
5 0 1
Padden, P.
4 1 2
T. Goulet, 2 B.
2 1 1
Harris, L.F.
3 2 1
4 2 1
DesLandes, R.F.
34 9 13
Island Pond Historical Society

Newport
AB
4
4
2
2
1
1
1
0
2
3
3
1
2
20

R
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

H
1
1
2
2
0
1
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
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Editors Note-Great Sports Era - The Essex County Heralds
were filled weekly with sports events such as
this. Speaker John Goulet will cover this era
in his address August 1st .......Plan to attend!

This photo comes from the Charlotte Paquette
Moore residence estate. The photo is guessed
to be taken around 1900. (Photo courtesy of
Michael Clarke)
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Hunting Camp Display-- Hunting season never changes. The photo above shows the whole family
with the dog carefully posed for the photographer with three deer resulting from hunting in the
woods near Birchton, Quebec. The photo below shows men at hunting camp enjoying the time away
from work and home. These photos come from the Charlotte Paquette Moore residence estate.
(Photo courtesy of Michael Clarke)
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Mystery Photos
The next two pages contain mystery photographs. The photos were printed in the editor's
darkroom from a collection of 4"x5" and 5"x7"
glass negatives. Michael Clarke acquired the the
negatives through the purchase of items from the
Charlotte Paquette Moore residence estate and in
turn donated the glass negative collection to the
Island Pond Historical Society. The photos are
guessed to be taken around 1900.
Does anyone know anyone in the photos? If
anyone recognizes people in these photos please
contact the society through Cliff Biron.
Members are reninded to date and identify
persons in photos for future generations.
The editor welcomes donations or loans of
photographs for future newsletters. We want to
thank those who have been generous in the past.

Three Generations
Fred and Monette Elie Paquette are identified in
the photo below.

With todays technology we are able to store
them on computer disks and not damage the
original photos.
Thank you for your help!

This house, below, is located approximately
where John's Market is today. Notice SamsonBiron house in background. Ladies in doorway
are highlighted on the next page bottom right.
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Recent Deaths
Life members
Kenneth Dyer
Mrs Joel Cargill
Edward A. Watson
Charles Howard
Susan Laba Joseph
Theresa Royer Younce
Marion Spaulding Boylan
Mrs Fred Peters
Joseph "Bud" Wade
Others
Albert A. Lefebvre
Theodore Goulet
Alton C. “Chief” Wing
Harold C. Meehan
Memorial Gifts for:
- Gertrude Cyr Fontaine by her sister, Cecile
Cyr Jennings.
-Theresa Royer Younce by John and Elaine
Carbonneau.
-Augustine "Gus" Rooney by daughter Eileen
Rooney.

In the good old days every home had a piano.
These two photo above show what Island Ponders did before television and radio. Top photo
shows a small orchestra with the latest sheet
music. It was probably purchased at Scribners
Music Store where present pizza parlor is located. Lower photo shows a lively game of
checkers or chess. How time changes! Photo on
the left reveals a good day of hunting grouse and
rabbit. We cannot identify persons in the photos.
(Photos courtesy of Michael Clarke)

Planning to move or have moved?

Remember to send

your new address to the Island Pond Historical Society to keep receiving your newsletter. The newsletters are sent by 3rd class mail and the Postal Service will not forward 3rd class mail. So, remember
us when you fill out those change of address forms at the Post Office or just send the Society a note
with your old address and the new one.
Island Pond Historical Society
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A Bygone Habit: Porch Sitting
In the days before the horseless carriage a common occurrence was porch sitting. The whole family
is out in this one. No mosquitos or flies seem to be in view. Screened porches came later. (Photo
courtesy of Michael Clarke)

Island Pond Historical Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 408
Island Pond, Vermont 05846-0408
Application or Membership Renewal for Memberships ending August 31, 1999
Mail to: Island Pond Historical Society, P.O. Box 408, Island Pond, VT 05846-0408
Attn: Mr. Frank Allard
Name______________________________________________________________
Street______________________________________________________________

City_______________________State_______Zip____________-____________
Memberships $8.00 Regular ( ), $15.00 Contributing ( ), $50.00 Life Member ( )
Husband and wife may jointly share all memberships except Memorial Roll of Honor which is individual and
$50.00 per person. (Place Memorial Roll information on a seperate sheet of paper.)
Mail Your Renewal Today
Island Pond Historical Society

15

Winter 1999

Birdseye View of the Grand Trunk Station
This photo, taken in 1904-1929 period before the Stewart House fire, was either taken from the roof
of the Bosworth-Boylan block or Bartlett (Buck and Doe) block. A very quiet scene but note the
lower right hand section of the photo. It shows the express company horse and delivery wagon with
two men on the platform behind it.
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