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Annual Meeting
Sunday, August 5, 2001

President’s Report
We have not been idle! Dr. Chris Dale, after interviewing scores of people, has been given additional
time to prepare his document in the Brighton-Island
Pond book project. His has been no easy task. We
anticipate a year or more after the document is received for careful selection of photographs, maps etc.
and publication.
The Finance Committee monitors our investments
to ensure the best possible annual income to protect
future operation of our Society. We appreciate the
work that Wallace McDonald and Elaine Carbonneau
did last summer on the audit and recommendations
they made were accepted by the Executive Committee and implemented.
To provide better communication to our membership (around 450) it was decided that our busy editor
Mark Biron would continue to produce the Society’s
outstanding in-depth historical newsletter at least once
and possibly twice a year. These will be supplemented
in early summer by an informative communication of
activities and annual meeting plans.
The moving of the museum resulted in the need to
sort out our treasures. In our efforts to reorganize the
museum we plan to highlight the various unique exhibits our area has produced . We are grateful for continued donations and expect the museum to be reopened in late May.

Theme: Changes in Brighton-Island
Pond Social Life 1850-1950
A unique program is being prepared for our annual
meeting, Sunday, August 5th, 2001. Planners, Judge
Marilyn Maxwell , Dean King and Dr. Porter Dale
have been researching this topic [Changes in BrightonIsland Pond Social Life 1850-1950] since last summer and
promise a different, innovative program. In the days
before radio and television local citizens had a diversity of social, cultural and educational groups and
sporting events. The Opera Hall, and before it Preservation Hall on Cross Street, offered the opportunity
for local talent to perform in plays, concerts and lectures. Even the famed Chautauqua group arrived on
the local scene. All members are urged to mark their
calendars and travel down memory lane with us.

Island Pond Historical Society
to Participate in Vermont History
Expo
Our Society will be among the 95 local historical
societies participating in the second annual Vermont
History Expo June 23-24, 2001 at the Tunbridge Fair
Grounds. This event is billed as “A Weekend Celebration of Vermont’s Story as told by the Keepers of
the Treasures and Traditions,” and is listed by the Vermont Chamber of Commerce as one of the Top Ten
Summer Events for 2001.
The Expo was first held last year with more than
9,000 people experiencing the richness of Vermont’s
history through participation of some 85 exhibitors in
one central location. According to the Vermont Historical Society website, “the exhibits were informative
and the performances were entertaining.”
Exhibits were open from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
last year, and a small admission was charged. (Adults
$5, Seniors $3.50, Children/Students $2, Families $10,
group discounts available.) Information for the 2001
Expo may be obtained by contacting VHS at (802)
828-2291 or e-mail sandylev@together.net.

Clifford Biron

Recent Museum Donation
Officers and Trustees of the Historical Society wish
to thank Mrs. Sharon Crowe of Coventry, Vermont
for sending a very rare collectors item.
She sent a knife, fork and spoon used by Civil
War Veteran, John Aldrich of Island Pond.
At seventeen years old, John Aldrich went to fight
in the Civil War. He enlisted Oct. 8, 1862. He was
assigned to Company M of First Regiment Cavalry.
He was promoted to Corporal on Jan. 1, 1864 and
Sergeant on Nov. 11, 1864. Aldrich was discharged
on Jan. 28, 1865 and, according to his family, rode
his horse home to Island Pond.
Island Pond Historical Society
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Beautiful Cathedral Glass Window
A Generous Handsome Gift

Changing Times – Put Down That
Cigarette!

Essex County Herald –January 5, 1900
Essex County Herald, August 21, 1885
Mr. Frank Mason and wife of Akron, Ohio, whose
early years were passed in Island Pond have presented
the Congregational Church in this place (Island Pond)
a most beautiful cathedral glass window to be placed
in the archway above the pulpit. The scene represents the Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane in the
attitude of prayer. This window is being made at the
manufactory of C.H. Farley in Portland Me. from designs prepared by Mr. Farley’s Boston artist. A companion to this, representing Christ with the doctors,
has recently been executed by Mr. Farley for the
Article reprinted by Essex County Herald from the Williston Church in Portland, and is pronounced one
Lancaster Gazette’s written report from it’s North of the finest pieces of art of this nature in New EnStratford Correspondent.
gland. The influence of this window cannot be calculated, and the generous interest thus manifested by Mr.
and Mrs. Mason will deepen the sincere regard in this
their old dear home, and carry their memory and influFast Run Emigrant Special
ence of encouragement through the coming years.
Essex County Herald -December 29, 1899
On the day of the picnic from Island Pond, August
12th, a most disgusting and at the same time pitiable
sight might have been witnessed on our (North
Stratford) streets – a young miss smoking a cigarette.
We do not know her name nor where she lives only
that she was in the company with Island Pond people.
Probably her parents would be much surprised to
know their daughter had such a habit. Bad enough for
men, but for ladies!

1918 Class Reunion
The first Emigrant special of the season arrived at
Essex County Herald -July 22, 1926
this place (Island Pond) last Sunday evening. (Engineer) Carl Foss took the train (of six cars) from here,
Last Thursday evening, the class of 1918 of Island
making the run to Richmond, a distance of 73 miles, in
Pond High School gathered at the home of Miss Ruth
89 minutes, including four stops, one to take water.
Foster on York Hill for a reunion of the members, four
Our readers should know that heavy promotion in number, Misses Ruth Foster, Marjorie Forbes,
by railroads and local governments in newspapers in Mable Osborne and Mrs. Irene Osborne. The gathAmerica and Europe lured settlers west. Offers of ering was a happy one, and brought back to the
land and great futures were common right up to the memory of each, the numerous delightful occasions
WWI era. Better Icebreakers and use of Canadian occuring during their school days here.
The class were served a bounteous supper by Mrs.
ports such as Halifax and St. John brought an end to
C.S. Foster, mother of the hostess.
these trains through here.

In Gratitude: Since the founding of the Island Pond Historical Society, Marion Barnes, Madonna
Christie and Veronica Giroux attended to the registration desk. Last year Marion, last of the Giroux
sisters, was recognized for her and her sister’s years of dedicated service.
Island Pond Historical Society
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IPHS Brightonian - May 1918

The Present I.P.H.S. (1918)

Since the Society was formed in 1967, it has become the depository for items of local interest, often
from people whom, to our knowledge, have no local
contacts and who are unknown here. Such was the
case in the summer of 2000. Sally Gates Hull of
Richford sent a package containing a black photograph
book entitled “IPHS BRIGHTONIAN - MAY 1918”
containing articles and a host of excellent photographs.
We share some of them with our membership on the
following pages. (Our readers are reminded that it was
not until the early 1920s, Island Pond High School
officially became Brighton High School.)
The book was edited by the junior class, and credit
lines include: Printed by Carl Withrow ’20 and
Alexander King ’20. Photographers Irene Davis
(Osborne) ’18 and Lawrence Curran ’19. Illustrator
Hortense Mackay (Dickenson) ’19. It is interesting to
note there is no photo of the junior class in the book.
Sally Hull’s comments were: “Found this book with
Lou Fullington’s things. She taught there. Am sending
it back to town.” We appreciate having this treasure.
The last ten pages contained photos of Peacham Academy, which we sent to the Peacham Historical Society
for their use.
World War I was raging at the time this book was
published, and the articles reflect the effect it had on
the local scene. Reading it gives us a glimpse into important events that affected the lives of our students at
that time. Photos lacked captions, but using the Alumni
Directory of Brighton High School, we have been able
to identify a number of people. If anyone can assist in
the positive identification of others, please contact us
so all photos can be marked.
Since the first graduating class was in 1889, it is
unlikely that the first school was built in the 1860s.
Nonetheless, this book is an important addition to our
ever-growing collection of artifacts.
We renew our request that locals check their attics
for similar items that should be preserved for future
generations. We’re waiting for them! That’s what history is all about.

Island Pond High School ranks high among the
schools of the state in the quality of work done. This
school has been placed on the trial list of approved
schools by the New England College Entrance Certificate Board, so that all its graduates are entitled to
be admitted without entrance exams to several of the
leading colleges in New England.
Two thorough courses are offered; the Academic
and Academic Vocational.
I.P.H.S. has many successful social functions. Socials are enjoyed frequently. We have two athletic
Associations, a group of Campfire Girls, and a large
Junior Red Cross. We are also connected with the
Boy Scouts and the Young People’s Branch of the
W.C.T.U.
All the students are urged to take part in the Athletic Exercise.
I.P.H.S. engages in yearly series of games with surrounding towns in basketball and baseball. Military
training is offered to all pupils in Grammar and Academic Departments.
The High School students enjoy the advantage of
the Brighton and Vermont Free Public Libraries. It is
also supplied with the best books of reference.
A well equipped laboratory contains everything for
experiments in physics, chemistry and general science.
The domestic science equipment is also in good order.
I.P.H.S. furnishes free tuition to all Academic pupils from schools which do not maintain an Academic
Department. All others pay a small tuition. Good
board can be obtained in private families for reasonable prices.
The aims of the pupils of Island Pond High School
are to study faithfully and think clearly. They also believe in true sportsmanship.
Carl C. Withrow and Pauline Parlin

Editor

Island Pond Historical Society
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Girls Athletic Group

A Junior’s Ambition for I.P.H.S.

Rules and Regulations for Pupils

We would like to see I.P.H.S. have the championship of the State of Vermont in both basketball and
baseball. We would like the school to be one of the
best in the State; have an attendance of about two
hundred pupils; a new building just for high school with
rooms for ten teachers.
Near the school there would be an athletic field of
about three acres, large enough for a baseball and basketball field, and around the outside of this, a half-mile
track for a good track team to practice and have
meets, preparatory to taking part in the annual scholastic track meet of Vermont. On the field would be
bleachers that would seat about 500 people; under
the stand, locker rooms and shower baths.
Back of the school a short way, a gymnasium, about
100 by 90, with seats around the side. Here the school
could play its league games, with such teams as Barre,
Burlington, and Rutland High Schools: and the greatest of all play Derby Academy in this gym and trim
them by a score of 300-0.

The school building is open at 8:30 a.m. and 12:45
p.m. and is closed at 4:15 p.m. Pupils will limit their
presence in the building to the opening and closing
hours unless permission is secured from the Principal
to do otherwise.
Pupils must be in their seats at 8:45 a.m. and 1:15
p.m. Absence or tardiness of pupils must be excused
by their parents or guardians in writing. Pupils must
make up work lost by absence. No Pupils are permitted to leave school except by written request or
personal application of parent or guardian.
Rhetorical work is required of each pupil.
No one shall be allowed to run and play in the hall
or school room, and any person injuring school property must pay for such damage.
Pupils are required to be orderly and mannerly
while in the school building and in the school grounds.
The use of tobacco or profane language is not permitted in the school premises.

Clifford N. Stevens

Island Pond Historical Society
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Basketball
Basketball was first played by the girls of I.P.H.S.
in the winter of 1916-17. Pauline Parlin was elected
captain of the first team. Several games were played
between two home teams and during the latter part of
the season, two games were played with North
Stratford, each team winning one game.
Ruth Foster was elected manager of the Basketball team and Pauline Parlin re-elected Capt. For the
season of 1917-18, and the following team was
picked: Pauline Parlin, center; Doris Foster, Olive
Annis, and Verra Cota, forwards; Ruth Foster and
Mable Osborne, guards. A game was played at Island Pond with Newport, Vt. in the fall which was
lost by I.P.H.S. and a return game was planned but
cancelled. Two games were played with Lancaster,
Island Pond winning both, the first played at Lancaster
by a score of 13-6; The second at Island Pond.
This made us very proud of our team. The success of the team was largely due to the faithful work
of the Captain and the excellent coaching of Miss
Amsden.
Hortense Mackay

B.H.S. Won its 13th Game
Some people claim that 13 is an unlucky number,
but if they heard the results of the game between B.H.S.
and C.A. they would think different as B.H.S. defeated
C.A. at Colebrook, 46 to 23.
The first five minutes of the game was slow and the
score tied 5 and 5. This seemed to wake B.H.S. up
for they began to put the ball through the hoop in rapid
succession and when the period ended the score was
29 to 7 in their favor.
The second period was much slower than the first
owing to the fouls called on B.H.S. but still B.H.S.
added to their score until the final whistle blew and
B.H.S. had 46 points to their credit and Colebrook
23. This makes B.H.S. one ahead of Colebrook as
they have lost 2 and won one with Colebrook in previous years.
The lineup follows:
B.H.S.
C. A.
C. Stevens, rf
Stevens, rf
Rooney, lf
Colby, lf
Roby, e
Pearlstain, c
King, rg
French, rg
Marsh, lg
Bennet, lg
Withrow, sub
Holbrooke, lg
Baskets from fouls C. Stevens 2, Stevens 4, and
Colby 3, Baskets from the floor C. Stevens 14, Rooney
7, King 1, Stevens 1, Colby 4, Pearlstein 2, and
Holbrooke 1.
Referee; Canning Umpire; Hodsden, Timekeeper;
Howe, Scorer; Saunders, Time 2-20 minute periods.
Island Pond Historical Society

The B.A.A.
(The Boys Athletic Association)
In the fall of 1915 an Athletic Association was
organized with Bernard Petrie as president. The purpose of this organization is to look after and advance
athletics by which the school may be presented.
Membership is open to all Grammar School and High
School boys.
Under the auspices of the Association a Baseball
League was organized between the High Schools of
North Stratford, Canaan, and Island Pond, a cup being offered to the winning team. Basketball was introduced with surprising results.

6

Winter 2001

The Ideals of I.P.H.S
The students of I.P.H.S. are here to secure an education, first of all. We want to develop efficient men
and women. In all sports we wish to play clean and
do our utmost to help our teams. We also want to be
broadminded in connection with the opponents and
recognize any good play they may make.
“We believe the greatest rewards are not in medals and diplomas but in the consciousness of a work
well done and the knowledge that we have contributed to the success of others.”
“We believe that every student owes an obligation
to himself and herself, to the school town and nation,
to do something while at I.P.H.S. for the good of others and also for Island Pond High."
The village of Island Pond is situated in the northern part of Vermont, halfway between Montreal and
Portland. The conditions of the village are very sanitary. There is plenty of room around the houses and
the streets are wide so that the air is very good. The
streets are clean and the water supply comes from the
surrounding mountains. There is room for everyone
and everything is healthy.
Island Pond is surrounded by beautiful mountains
which although not very high make very pretty scenery. At one side of the village is a lake. In the center
is an Island, covered with fir trees. The shores afford
good sites for camps, the beach being very good. The
mountains fall back gradually from the lake and a prettier landscape will not be found.
There are four churches in the village, three Protestant-Congregational, Methodist and Episcopal, and

Island Pond Historical Society

one Catholic. A R.R. Young Men’s Christian Association Building is found on the flat, near the station.
The reading room etc. are very useful to the boys and
men of the town, as well as the R.R. men.
Doris A. Foster
Photos above and below left are of faculty.
Names are not available.
Below is Joe Roby's '19 home on Derby Street
with some family members.
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"Lost Ball"
We think this photo is of the old baseball field off of Derby Street. It was used for most outdoor
sports until the end of the 20th Century.

The Old I.P.H.S.

Courses of Instruction

The first I.P.H.S. was built some time before 1850.
It was in the center of the school lot and a few years
after 1850 an annex was built on the front to make
like the letter (T). The building was heated by hot air
furnaces. The registers were set in the floor instead of
in the wall and the janitor was obliged to put a railing
around the one in the H.S. room because girls stood
on it in the morning and prevented the heat from going
out around the room. The school was not very well
furnished.
In the fall of 1890 the building was burned . The
H.S. was giving a social and the janitor had a roaring
fire. The building caught from the pipe through the
partition. For the rest of the year G.S. was held over
Stern’s Store and the H.S. in the M.E. Church. The
following summer another building was built. It was
placed at the back of the lot. Because of the small
attendance the new building was not any larger, if as
large as the old building. It looked very fine to the
Island Pond people. The woodwork was much better than in the old building.

The Island Pond High School offers two distinct
courses, the Academic and Academic Vocational, the
latter including both the Business and Domestic Science Courses. The work in the Business Course is
made as practicable as possible. The course in Home
Economics is intended to prepare the pupils for a life
of greater usefulness in their homes and the community; to encourage economy of health, time and money;
to give with definite instructions for the tasks, a high
ideal of the home.

Island Pond Historical Society

Minimum requirements for all courses of study 72 credits, of which the following must be a part:
English
13 credits
Mathematics
10 credits
History
10 credits
Science
10 credits
The remaining credits are to be chosen so that the
pupil will be registered in one of the regular courses.
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We suspect this gun toting-cigar smoking
hombre in the photo below, entitled "The
Outlaw" to be Carl Withow '20. He died in St.
Petersburg in the past decade.

Alex "Pop" King, class of '20, wearing an
IPHS school letter, posed at the corner of Main
and Cross Street in front of the Bosworth
Store. Throughout most of his life he guided
Brighton High School sports teams to victory.

Island Pond Historical Society
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The Girls Athletic Association

Mountain Street

Junior Red Cross
Junior Red Cross was organized in the High School
on Feb. 1, 1918, with a membership of 53. The name
of Green Mountain Volunteers was chosen. A little
later the Grammar and Intermediate Rooms joined the
auxiliary.
Work was done on Friday afternoons after recess,
a good deal being accomplished for the shortness of
the time. The larger pieces of work are 24 pinafores 10 dozen towels - 65 pairs of crutchpads, 12 scrapbooks for the Belgian children; also knitted articles,
comfort pillows, etc.
Between $50 and $60 was spent for supplies, of
which about $25 was presented; the rest came from
dues and socials, one given by the High School and
one by the Grammar School.

The girls of I.P.H.S. were more than fond of athletics and wanted to have an Athletic Association. On
the fourteenth of November in 1916 the girls met in
the recitation room and a Girls Athletic Association
was organized. The membership of the organization
was open to all High School girls and the Grammar
School girls who were over fourteen years old. A
constitution was drawn up and officers elected.
Not long after the association began, the Girls
caught the Basketball fever, and it was a successful
case. Though few games were played the first season, enough money was raised to pay all expenses
and school spirit was developed among the girls.
In May of 1917 the officers for 1917-18 were
elected. Vinnie Allbee was elected President; Merle
Currier, Secretary; Hortense Mackay, Treasurer. The
Basketball Captain was Pauline Parlin and the manager Ruth Foster.
The purpose of the G.A.A. is to develop the best
physical girlhood, to establish school spirit and fair
play, and to extend the reputation of the I.P.H.S.
Merle Currier

Right photo: Joe Roby '19 and Carl Withow '20
pose on footbridge. Christ Church in the
background.

South Street looking west
Island Pond Historical Society
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Entertainments
During the last few years many socials have been
held in the High School building, a short program usually being given, followed by a promenade and
“Wink’em.” In former days no such occasion was
complete without refreshments, but since the U.S. entered the war, socials have been eatless and drinkless.
Several entertainments have been given at the Opera Hall with the help of the townspeople. Such were
“Fifi of the Toyshop” and “The Wishing Ring,” both
very successful.
On June 3, as a part of Commencement, the school
will present an Historical Pageant, “America”. This is
given under the direction of Misses Hooker, Amsden
and Kelly. A Ball given by the Seniors is another regular feature of Commencement Week; also a Field Day
and Picnic at Warner’s Grove.

The Pageant 1918
Patriotism was the theme as the "Great" war
raged against the Kaiser in Europe.

Marion and Joe
Researching the four classes involved in this
booklet we find that Joe was Joe Roby and the
only Marion would be Marion Wheeler who is
still living in Lyndonville.
Island Pond Historical Society

The Pageant "America"
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Seymour
Lake
Outing
Owasaka Campfire Girls

Camp Fire Girls
Two groups of Camp Fire Girls, the Owasaka
and Mineheca, were formed in Feb., 1916. In
June, 1916 and 1917, a week was spent camping at Seymour Lake. In the Fall of 1917, the
two Camp Fires were combined into one,
Owasaka.
A very successful May Ball was given under
the direction of Pauline Parlin. The money realized will be used to defray the expenses of a
week’s camping trip, June 12-19, at Averill
Lake.
Can anyone identify the Mascot? Photo
was taken at the Mountain Street school
yard. The Gill farm background is in
the left and the Senator Dale property is
on the right.

A short dozen in one
boat at Seymour Lake.

Mineheca Campfire Girls
Island Pond Historical Society
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Class of 1921

Class
of
1918
Mabel Osborne (Mathews),
Irene Davis (Osborne),
Marjorie Forbes (Saunders)
and RuthFoster (Withrow)
made up this class, but we
do not know which is which
in the photo.

Class
of
1920

Island Pond Historical Society
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The Guest speaker for our annual meeting, held on Sunday, August 6, 2000 was Mr. Charles D. Hunter,
Vice President for Transportation of the St. Lawrence and Atlantic Railroad Company. Mr. Hunter’s
theme was International Railroading in the 21st Century. Mr. Hunter used a number of overhead projected
charts to illustrate his talk. Mr. Hunter also did not speak from a printed speech as previous annual
meeting speakers. His speech was very well received. We want to thank Elaine Carbonneau for her
detailed paraphrasing and notes on the meeting.

International Railroading in the 21st Century
Paraphrased by Elaine Carbonneau
Intermodal service - the carrying of trailers and/or
containers loaded with cargo - began on the SL&ARR
in 1995 and is both domestic and international in scope.
Prior to 1995, the line carried 12,000 cars per year;
intermodal service alone now accounts for 1,300 loads
per month. Five trailerloads of goods equal the capacity of one boxcar. Cargo consists mostly of forest
products - wood pulp, chemicals for processing etc. and industrial products such as steel, cement, etc.
Two years ago, a successful merger of CN and
Illinois Central extended service west to Omaha, NE
and south to New Orleans, LA and Mobile, AL. A
proposed merger between the CN and Burlington
Northern-Santa Fe was abanadoned. The Federal
Government imposed a 15-month hold on all railroad
mergers. The parties agreed the delay would hamper
future negotiations. Such a merger would have been
good for the SL&ARR.
Vancouver, British Columbia is the railroad’s largest port for imports that connects with the CN. While
Long Beach and Los Angeles are bigger ports,
Vancouver is growing rapidly. The CN’s northern route
has the advantage of bypassing Chicago, where delays are common.

Mr. Hunter told the audience of his early exposure
to railroading. He grew up in Dennison, TX, and his
grandfather worked for the Santa Fe Railroad. A great
uncle worked for the Missouri & Kansas. He indicated that by the age of 12, he knew he would have a
career in railroading. In the 1980s, Mr. Hunter worked
for various railroads in Colorado. He later joined the
Emmonds group, parent company of the SL&ARR.
Railroading today is far different than it was in the
past. Changes come to railroads in two distinct ways
- as an unwilling participant, which is usually unpleasant, or as an active participant shaping destiny.
Emmonds Transportation was created in the 1970s,
and its stock is traded on the NASDAQ. It owns two
railroads in Pennsylvania, and in 1989, purchased the
St. Lawrence & Atlantic from Norton, VT to Portland, ME from the Canadian National. At that time
only #393, #394 and two local trains were operating.
The line now includes #393, #394, intermodals #146
and #147, and nine locals.
Dispatch is handled from Lewiston, ME, with crews
in Auburn, Groveton, Berlin, Island Pond and Richmond. Boxcars are used primarily to transport coated
papers.
Among new technology is a new tracking service
which enables each customer to do its own tracking
of its shipments via the Internet.
Island Pond Historical Society

Some of SL&ARR’s largest customers include L.
L. Bean, Cole Haan, Dexter Shoe, FMC and Sebago
Shoe. Their runs are profitable, because forest prod14
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ucts from Maine can be backhauled.

problems in your operations? A. Traffic on our rail
lines is so dense - about one train every 30 minutes
on the CN east-west tracks - snow is not a problem. We have plenty of equipment to keep the tracks
open. Of course, merchandise may be subject to
the weather. For example, we know that Campbell
soups do freeze.
Q. How much traffic goes through Island Pond? A.
There are two trains a day each way. The eastbound trains arrive between 1:00 and 2:00 p.m.
and 7:00 and 8:00 westbound trains go back early
in the morning. (Audience comment - “At 4:00
a.m.!")
Q. Do you expect to increase your short line operations? A. We prefer to be a regional operation than
a short line. We recently bought the line from
Norton to St. Rosalie for that reason.
Q. How much has your operation grown since you
purchased it? A. From Portland to Richmond, we
employ 100 people. In 1989, we had six engines.
We now have 28. We have more track and maintenance crews.
Q. Are there any plans to improve tracks between
Island Pond and Portland? A. There are three
projects currently under way. Vermont has a lot of
rail that dates from 1918. This is being replaced.
New rail is 115 to 132lbs. versus the 100 lbs. formerly used. The States of Vermont, New Hampshire and Maine formerly loaned us funds, but all
loans have been repaid. We are using our own
funds for current improvements.

Two important intermodal customers include an
Israeli exporter and American Presidential lines. The
SL&ARR is the only line in the area cleared to provide double stack service - where trailers or containers are doubledecked. It takes 23’ clearance, so only
one railroad car is needed for each two containers.
Mr. Hunter wrapped up the prepared portion of
his presentation by saluting the pioneers of the 1850s,
who designed their railroads to haul vast quantities of
grain and lumber. “What goes around comes around,”
he stated, indicating lumber is still big business, but the
big business is now the finished product rather than
raw timber.

Question / Answer Period (Paraphrased)
Q. How do you handle clearing of Customs? A.
Goods are trucked to the Customs office in Portland to be cleared before delivery to the customer.
Q. Does the Internet impact on your operations? A.
We consider the Internet as an “added value” component of our operation. At present, it does not
have any significant impact, except for the ability
for customers to track their shipments.
Q. Do you have any plans for providing passenger
service? A. We are pro passenger service. Presently, we run a few excursions, trips and campaign
trains, and we are working on providing passenger service from Portland to Auburn. We would
like to extend service to Island Pond and perhaps
Montreal at some future time.
Q. Do you see Halifax or Portland becoming deep
water ports? A. Halifax is already a deep water
port. Portland cannot accommodate deep water
vessels, and since we no longer go into downtown
Portland (our interchange is in Danville), we do
not expect any change in facilities at this time.
Q. How long does it take a container shipment to travel
from Vancouver to Auburn? A. It takes eight days
to cover the approximately 3,500 miles, an improvement over the ten days it took several years
ago.
Q. Do you get business from Canadian east coast
ports? A. We see some business from Halifax and
some from St. John.
Q. With your northern route, does weather present
Island Pond Historical Society

President, Cliff Biron, presents Mr. Hunter with
a gift from the Society.
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Pleasant Street School, built in the
mid 1880's, closed in 1966 and is now
the home for the local Veterans of
Foreign Wars, Post 2309.
at the Bemis School.
After graduating from Brighton High and
Lyndon Normal School and becoming a certified teacher, Thora returned to accept her
first teaching appointment at the Head of
the Pond School.
She taught there for one year only, as
that was the year the school closed. That
was in 1944. The Nicholson School closed
in 1944 also. The following two years she taught at
Brighton One Room Schools
the Iron Bridge School and was the last to teach there
Due to the limited space in the last issue (Summer
also. That school closed in 1946.
2000) we included a picture of only one of the four
In 1947 Thora taught at the Pleasant Street School
remaining one-room school houses in Island Pond - the Nicholson School.
The editor and I thought our readers
would appreciate seeing recent pictures of
some of the others. Two schools remain as
they were built in the 1880’s.
Quite recently I have had the good fortune of talking with Thora Rivers Samson
who became a teacher that would teach in
three of our one room schools.
Her educational background and association with one room schools was similar
to that of the other teachers previously mentioned.
Above is the Bemis School, built in 1887 and closed beSeven of her grammar school years were fore 1944. It was remodeled and is now owned by Robert
spent at the Nicholson School plus one year and Sandra Porter.
and remarked jokingly that she didn’t close
that one though.
After teaching that one year at Pleasant
Street she went to teaching the 7th and 8th
grades at the high school building. This
would be the final year of her teaching career having experienced the closing of two
one room schools in Island Pond.
Hopefully Island Pond’s remaining one
room school buildings will be seen in our
The Iron Bridge School, built in 1883, town for years to come.
closed in 1946 and is now owned by
Cliff Biron
Ted and Kathy Johnson.
Island Pond Historical Society
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Brighton's New Fire Truck and some of the Members of the Fire Department
Left to right: "Nicky" Stafford, Larry Paquette, Clayton Bailey (in cab), Riley Applebee, "Pinky"
Payeur, Charles Johnson (Chief), Elison Riggie, George Cargill, in truck: Edgar Carbonneau, Gene
Carbonneau, Tommy Austin. Photo is from the Essex County Herald - January 8, 1948
Gordon Stafford
Edwina Hartshorn Tomlinson
Alton Wells
These memberships expire August 31, 2001.

Memberships
Contributing Members
Jack Krost
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Lefebvre
David Scott

Surprise Party
Essex County Herald - April 10, 1924
Last Sunday evening, about forty relatives and
friends of Mr. and Mrs. Remi Marquis, assembled at
the their home on Derby Street, to surprise Mr. Marquis in honor of his birthday. Needless to say, he was
surprised, and altogether pleased, and the evening was
made merry with games and music.
Delicious refreshments were followed by more
games, and the guests presented Mr. and Mrs. Marquis with a china cabinet, as Mrs. Marquis had celebrated her birthday the Sunday before.
"Cy" Giroux was very active in the games, and much
to the suprise of all present, he appeared to be in his
usual good health the next day, which is remarkable,
considering the fact that most young men would have
their heads turned by the attentions of the female members of the party.
It was not until the "wee sma' hours" that the guests
took their departure, expressing to their host and hostess, heartiest wishes for many more birthdays.

Regular Members
Robert & Joyce Caouette
Teresa J. Caouette
Helen Corliss
Francis G. Daniels
Gordon Fish
Mrs. Margaret Kelley
Elsie Meehan Keltz
Mr. & Mrs. George Kenc
Rev John Kenney
Paul Lucas
Mr. & Mrs. Neil Meehan
Patti Pelletier Petrucci
Julie Place
Bruce & Linda Rolfe
Barbara St. John
Priscilla Caouette Savoy
Charles & Cynthia Shook
Edith Sloan
Vivian Currier Spencer
Island Pond Historical Society
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This fire of December 29, 1973 wiped out a huge section of the turn of the century business
district. The Essex County Herald Office, old Post Office and Thurston block were destroyed. It
became the site for the Sunrise Manor. Customs and the second railroad station were across the
street where the present overpass is located. (Mark Biron photo)

Recent Deaths
Life members
Marion Giroux Barnes
Veda Cutler Belknap
Elsie Samson Bumps
Earl J. Daly
Mrs. Lawrence (Shirley) Dale
Mrs. William D. (Phyllis)
Flanders Jr.
Eldred Bridges Ladd
Duane Lyon
Mrs. Roger (Marie) Perry
William Wright
Dorothy Maw Wells
Island Pond Historical Society

Regular Members
Vera O'Keefe Goupee

Others
James Coutts
Glenn Edward Gray
Beverly Haines Newell
Robert Moore
Suzie Smith Nolan
Pauline Isabel Castonguay
Elwyn Rabida
Theodore Simard
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Memorial Gifts for:
Eva and Joe Biron by Pauline and
Gilbert Wolf
Alfonso & Lillian Elliott Lefebvre by
Rebecca and Gordon Lefebvre
Bertha Haley McWain by Steven
and Clare Earley
Phyllis C. Flanders by Muriel
Flanders
Shirley Dale by John and Elaine
Carbonneau

Winter 2001

This photo was taken during a Saturday evening Mass procession at the St. James Catholic
Church in July of 1975. (Mark Biron photo)

Island Pond Historical Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 408
Island Pond, Vermont 05846-0408
Application or Membership Renewal for Memberships ending August 31, 2002
Mail to: Island Pond Historical Society, P.O. Box 408, Island Pond, VT 05846-0408
Name______________________________________________________________
Street______________________________________________________________
City_______________________State_______Zip____________-____________
Memberships $8.00 Regular ( ), $15.00 Contributing ( ), $50.00 Life Member ( )
Husband and wife may jointly share all memberships.
Mail Your Renewal Today!
Special notice
Membership cards mailed to those enclosing self addressed stamped envelope.
Life memberships include automatic listing on Memorial Roll of Honor for individual and/or both parties.
Others may be listed on the Memorial for a donation of $50.00 per person.
Island Pond Historical Society
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On April 23, 1973 the wooden highway overpass was officially closed. Vic Lamoureaux coordinated the event for the Society. More than 100 people participated. All were given the opportunity to walk or drive over the bridge for the last time. Witnessing the final car crossing were Bill
Vincent, Dan O'Dowd, Charles Goulet, Owen Reilly, Cydney Barnes, Mike Carbonneau, Guy
Wing, Anthony Joseph, Martha Joseph, Ted and Alphonso Lefebvre, Jack Basil, Vic Lamoureaux
and others. (Mark Biron photo)
Reserve: Saturday August 4, 2001 for the Alumni Banquet
Sunday, August 5, 2001 for the Annual Island Pond Historical Society Meeting
Island Pond Historical Society, Inc.
Box 408
Island Pond, Vermont 05846
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