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(Details of this year's Annual Meeting and reprint
of the feature presentation, "International Railroading
in the 21st Century" by Charles D. Hunter, vice president - Transportation, St. Lawrence & Atlantic Railroad Company, will appear in our next newsletter.)
The Society has received final distribution from Roy
and Ruth Kaufman's Legacy, an unbelievable $90,000.
The funds have been invested for use on future
projects.
Dr. Christopher D. Dale has done much research
and has interviewed some 45 people, many in great
depth, for his history of the Brighton / Island Pond
area. Pulling the manuscript together is no easy task
considering the volume of data he has gathered, and
more time will be needed to complete his endeavors.
The book fund now exceeds $18,000.
Our museum has been moved to larger quarters.
Much work has already been done, but it will take
time and money to upgrade and finalize the displays.
The museum is expected to be open as a "work in
progress" weekends this summer.

My recollection of sports back then includes the
Brighton High School baseball and basketball teams,
the Sunset League baseball league and last but not
least, the birth of the St. Mary’s basketball team in
1946.
I can remember the kids went to St. Mary’s at the
request of their parents. Of course St. Mary’s did not
have a sports program so there were many unhappy
campers. However, the following boys decided that
they were going to do something about this and approached Father Ready requesting that St. Mary’s field
a boys basketball team. Who were these brave individuals that took their lives in their hands coming up
with such a suggestion? Gibby and George Testut,
Hubert O’Gorman, Benny Basil, John and Francis
Steady, Marcel Lavoie and Raymond Goulet. I really
feel that Father Ready had been thinking about such a
program as he was losing many Catholics to Brighton
High that should be receiving an education at St.
Mary’s.
Cubby Goulet had just come back from the Navy
and volunteered to coach this brand new team. Needless to say the boys realized that they would have to
make a good showing or the program would be cancelled. At the end of the season both St. Mary’s and
Brighton had 8 wins and 4 loses. Two of St. Mary’s
losses were to Brighton, one by 3 points and one by
19 points. Their other two losses were to Sacred
Heart of Newport by 5 points and to Craftsbury by 4
points. In the last game of the season, St. Mary’s
defeated Craftsbury 35 to 30 to even that score.
In the Northeastern Vermont Class “C” Tourna(Continued on page 4)

“King of the Rabbits”
Unorganized Essex County Towns and Gores
The recent sale of vast timberlands in Essex County
and changes in Vermont Law have altered the administrative structure relating to Unorganized Towns and
Gores. Years ago they were administered by a Super(Continued on page 2)
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crease, and administration has been handled from
county offices in Guildhall. This beautiful section of the
Northeast Kingdom is being preserved for future generations and the last legislature has turned administration over to the local residents.
Traditionally, taxes collected from the railroad went
directly into the State coffers with no benefit to the
towns through which they operated. The late Peter
Joseph, when a State Representative in Montpelier,
was instrumental in enacting a law changing this practice, returning such funds to the towns through the Unorganized Towns and Gores Fund.

President's Letter
Since my last communication to our membership,
much work has been done on the two major projects
of the Society. Dr. Christopher Dale is continuing his
analysis of the many interviews done in the past few
months, and is sifting through much information as he
prepares his manuscript on the Brighton-Island Pond
area.
The expanded Museum is taking shape in its new
station location and will allow us to display more artifacts. We believe it will be well received when reopened. Recent donations include a century-old Grand
Trunk Conductor’s hat from “Bill” Holman Danforth,
worn by his grandfather, Adam Danforth. Arlene
Barnes Wing has donated an old railroad stretcher
which was used to take her mother, Mrs. Cydney
(Majorie) Barnes to Sherbrooke hospital for surgery
for her ruptured appendix. We welcome donations.
In August of ’99 I received a letter and photos
from Mr. Frank Nicholson of Greenwich, Connecticut. Mr. Nicholson was born in the house now owned
by Nelson Wade and is interested in Island Pond. In
his letter he inquired about the possibility of the Island
Pond Historical Society renovating and preserving the
old Nicholson Grade School located across the road
from Nelson Wade’s place on Route 114 south of Island Pond.
Mr. Nicholson was very generous in giving us photo
copies of the schoolhouse and his old homestead
across the street (Rt. 114), Nelson Wade’s place. His
interest in the school’s background prompted me to
research the school’s history and also led me to research some background on all the schools in Island
Pond. The photos, map and Health Officer reports in
this newsletter reflect a small portion of my research.
Cliff Biron

Random Dance Pavilion
by John Carbonneau
Last summer, my wife Elaine and I reminisced with
the late Ronald King and Mrs. Elizabeth Miller, both
long time life members, about the history of the building presently occupied by Brighton Garage. We want
to share this with our membership.
In the 1920s, Fred Tanguay, local colorful barber
and owner of the Tanguay block on Cross Street, purchased the old livery stable of Fred John, Sr. and rebuilt it as a dance hall. He called it Random Pavilion,
and had a highly advertised opening. A new Model A
Ford car was to be the grand prize for an opening day
raffle.
The lucky winning ticket belonged to Alexander
George Miller, a west end Canadian National Railroad (CNR) engineer who worked the Montreal-Island Pond passenger trains and was Mrs. Miller’s father-in-law. His son was also a CNR engineer. The
family settled in Chateauguay and were life long friends
of the Ronald Kings. Mrs. Miller recalled that her father-in-law did not drive then, so took the cash value
of the car - $800 - as his prize.
When Fred decided to close the dance hall in the
1930s, the building was used as a basketball court,
recalled Jim Caouette, local sports enthusiast. Dr.
James Norman Kennedy, another lifetime resident,
recalls his 1934 freshman reception was held there.
Sometime later, the beautiful hardwood floors were
carefully covered, and the building became the Random Garage. The old balcony on Cross Street was
converted into an apartment where Ida and Harry

("...Rabbits” Continued from page 1)
visor appointed by the Governor.
In the 1930s, Charles Johnson, who owned the
grain store on Main Street, held this post. He was
followed by Tom Canning and Glenn Cahill Austin into
the 1960s. Because of the sparse human population in
the areas covered, the job was informally referred to
as “King of the Rabbits.”
In recent years, there has been a population inIsland Pond Historical Society
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Essex County Herald 19??
(Random Dance...Continued from page 2)
French lived while Harry ran the garage. They later
moved to Newport. It was from this apartment that
the writer, as a youngster, viewed the funeral cortege
of Senator Porter H. Dale from the Opera Hall to
Lakeside Cemetery in 1933.
Henry Turgeon purchased the building from Fred
Tanguay. Henry, also a CNR engineer, ran the successful Brighton Garage and Ford agency on the site
of the present Pepin’s Garage on South Street at the
head of the old highway overpass. He moved his operation and the Brighton Garage name to the Random
Island Pond Historical Society
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Pavilion site. It was expanded, and after Henry’s death,
was operated by his brother, Frank Turgeon. In the
1950s, Al Goulet, Sr., of Al’s Tydol, purchased the
property. It became a Chevrolet agency and is presently operated by Al’s sons, Craig and Al Goulet, Jr.
Older citizens often lament the loss of the beautifull
hardwood dance floor carefully preserved at Brighton
Garage.
This story was discussed several times with Ronald
King, but his final approval of this account was precluded by his sudden death on September 29, 1999.
Summer 2000

Sports in Island Pond, Vermont during the 1940’s and 1950’s.
(Continued from page 1)

ment, St. Mary’s lost to Craftsbury and Brighton Beat
Sacred Heart. In the finals, Craftsbury defeated
Brighton and St. Mary’s won the consolation game
from Sacred Heart by one point. That point was made
by Ray Goulet when a technical foul was called on
one of the Sacred Heart players who neglected to
report to the referee when he entered the game. I think
what really started this team on the way to a winning
season was their first win against North Troy with a
score of 41 to 17!! I believe congratulations are in
order for that team and of course to Coach Cubby
Goulet and Manager Joey Goulet for a great first season.
The next year Cubby went on to UVM and Cappy
Weatherstone took over as the coach for St. Mary’s
with basically the same team as the year before. The
first game was against Newport Center which St.
Mary’s won 44-14. They won against North Stratford
25-16. Then a loss to Sacred Heart, victory at
Craftsbury, loss to Orleans and then the big game
against Brighton High School. St. . Mary’s was hot
and won 40-19.
In the Northeastern Vermont Class “C” Tournament, Sacred Heart defeated North Troy and St.
Mary’s beat Canaan. St. Mary’s is one step above
last years performance but Sacred Heart was at the
top of their game and that was it for the Island Ponders. Coach Cappy Weatherstone and Manager Joey
Goulet handed St. Mary’s another great basketball
season. Cappy went on to coach St. Mary’s for many
years after this season.
This was Brighton High’s big moment when they
won the Vermont State Class ‘C’ Championship by
defeating Wallingford 38-37. “Pop” Kings boys put it
all together and put Island Pond back on the map.
With 14 wins and no loses, Brighton was picked outright to enter the State Class ‘C” Tournament at Barre
in February of 1953. That year, Brighton beat St.
Mary’s twice by scores of 60-40 and 55-25 to make
up for that 40-19 beating back in 1948 under Cappy’s
Coaching.
One record that was broken during this season was
the lowest scoring game which belonged to St. Mary’s
with 16 points and Sacred Heart of Newport with 15
points. Sounds like some of the scores I remember
Island Pond Historical Society

back in the early 40’s. Vern Curriers record of 36
points in one game was still unchallenged.
Remember, Brighton was undefeated during this
season. The scores read like this:
60-40 St. Mary’s, 37-20 Canaan, 61-36 North Troy,
51-37 North Troy, 65-35 Barton, 61-16 Newport
Center, 55-25 St. Mary’s, 55-41 Sacred Heart, 4940 Barton, 58-27 Canaan, 39-27 Sacred Heart, and
50-19 Newport Center. They won three more games
on their way to the State Championship.
The championship game at Barre between Brighton
and Wallingford was a real thriller during the last three
minutes of the game. Brighton was leading 36-35
when Wallingford scored to take the lead 37-36. With
only 60 seconds left, Phillip DuBois found an opening
and scored to regain the lead 38-37. Now at this
point in the game Phillip was the hero. However, little
DuBois as he was called, fouled and Wallingford had
two shots. One point to tie, two to take the lead.
The first shot missed, second shot bounced off the
rim with Wallingford getting the rebound. The ball
headed for the rim again but did not go in. It rolled
around the rim three times and was recovered by
Brighton. Now, we only have 20 seconds left so Alex
King's boys went into a deep freeze. The Wallingford
team dashed madly from one Brighton player to the
next as they tried to get the ball and take that last
winning shot. It didn’t happen folks, it did not happen!!!
Brighton went the whole season without a loss and
were the 1953 Vermont Class ‘C’ Champions!!! Little
DuBois was named to the first all-tournament team
with Cydney Johnson and David Cameron picked for
the second team. Are there any members of that
Championship team present today?
In case you would like to know who was on that
team, here are their names. The starting lineup was
Phillip DuBois, David Cameron, Cydney Barnes,
Ralph Dodge and Bob Cheverier. Backing them up
were Alton Smith, Kenny McLaughlin, Terry Scribner
and the two Maxwell boys. Albert Page was their
manager and last but not least Coach Alex King was
the real genius behind these, your, Island Ponders.
What a man he was!
(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)
By the way, Vern Curriers 36 point record was
broken in 1957 by Genie Goulet of St. Mary’s and
later St. Michael’s College when he scored 50 points
against North Troy in a 76-54 winning effort. That’s a
total of 130 points folks! I think that makes up for that
record - setting 31 points in St. Mary’s defeat of Sacred Heart in 1947. As you can see , basketball scores
changed a lot in 10 years. My highest score was four
points and I didn’t even play during the regular game.
Two in the overtime and two in the sudden death and
away we went to Barre. What a night that was. Brian
Riggie and Bobby Caouette were with me in that game
when all of the starting lineup were sitting on the bench
having fouled out. Stuart Petrie, Ernest "Moise" Gagne
and Clayton Meehan were the rest of the second team
and I can tell you that those bench warmers were praying for a miracle and we gave them one.
Brighton Bearcats: 1943-44 basketball season.
Brighton beat Barton 22-21 in Overtime. Stuart
Petrie was the hero in this game having also scored
the tying basket at the end of regulation play. In the
overtime, Barton converted a foul shot to lead 21 to
20. With only 20 seconds to go, a scramble for a
loose ball was won by Brighton. The ball was then
thrown over the heads of two Barton players into
Petrie’s hands who had his back to the basket. Stuart
knew that there were only 8 seconds left in the game
so he did the only thing he could do. He turned, fired
towards the basket where it swished through the net
to give Brighton a 22 to 21 lead. Pierce of Barton
took the ball down the side of the court and was going
all the way to the basket. However, the excitement
was too much for this 16 year old and he lost control
of the ball as time ended. Cubby had fouled out in the
third period with Brighton leading 17-14. Things
looked bad for Brighton but Brian Riggie, Burton
Perrier, Stuart Petrie, Gilly Eggleston and Dickson took
over and won the game for good old Brighton. This
was a play-off game with the winner going to Barre
for the Class ‘C’ Tournament.
Guess who Joe Mallards team played against in
the first game of the tournament at Barre? If you
guessed Bill Flanders Sr. Hinesburg quintet you are
right. Hinesburg was sitting on a streak of 11 straight
victories and they were looking for number 12.
Island Pond Historical Society

Joe Mallard knew the type of game Flanders would
be playing and set up his defense accordingly. Gilly
Eggleston took care of the “SUCKER” play that Bill
used so effectively the year before when he coached
at Island Pond.
Brian Riggie scored 21 points, Cubby had 18
points and Burt Perrier had 8. This was a real team
effort by Brighton with a final score of 52-36. The
boys then had to play Plainfield and just didn’t have
enough gas to again run the larger floor with Cubby
and Stuart developing leg cramps and Brian Riggie
with a back strain. Anyway, they won the game they
wanted and came back to the Pond as Champion.
Brighton did come away with honors as both Cubby
and Brian were selected to the all-tournament first team.
Back in 1946, Island Pond adopted a guy named
Gordon “Mickey” Cochran. He was a life member of
this Association and was one of the greatest athletes
to attend UVM. We now go back to a game played
in Newport between Island Pond town team and Orleans. Mickey was pitching for us and Ben Guyette
was hurling for Orleans. The only run scored was in
the third inning and was that an inning!! The Newport
Daily Express gave this account of the game. Some
of the statements in their coverage did not seem to be
correct as I recall. Here’s one of them. Virgil Smith
raced to grab Harris’ hard hit ball, then threw the FAST
Island Pond right fielder out at first. Now we know
that Bucky Harris was not that fast so that must have
been a misprint.
Back to the report on the third inning. Junior
Flanders grounded out with Cappy Weatherstone following up with a disputed third strike. Now there
were two out. Cubby was safe at first when Kerm
Smith failed to keep his foot on the bag. This sounds
like another Cubby stealing home story, right. Now
the juicy part of this story. Big Ken Dyer was up next
so the outfielders were playing deep. In trying to duck
a close pitch, the ball accidentally [ I hope you notice
that I’m trying to stay away from the word MIRACLE
during this report] the ball accidentally hit Ken’s bat
and rolled into fair territory. The catchers throw to
first was wide so Ken was safe and of course Cubby
ended up on third base. WAIT, THERE’S MORE
(Continued on page 6)
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(Sports...Continued from page 5)
TO COME. Next batter was Joel Cargill. Ken being
the fast runner that he was elected to steal second and
when the catcher was too late with his throw, Cubby
came home with the only run of the game.
Considering that Ben Guyette retired the last 16
men he faced and Mickey struck out 10 batters, this
was far from a slugging contest as only five players
earned hits that day. The balance of the team not previously mentioned consisted of George Goulet, Chief
Wing and myself. Oh, those were the good old days.
There were many close hard fought basketball
games in the 1944 season with Alex King coaching.
One such game was played in North Stratford who
had lost only two games all season. Trailing by 9 points
with only four minutes left in the game, Burt Perrier
sank four long shots in a row from the center of the
court putting the score at 41-40 with Stratford still in
the lead.. By the way, Burt only had those 8 points to
his credit for the whole evening but I guess he decided
that he had better take over if Brighton was to win. It
was either Buddy Grant or Gilly Eggleston that put
Brighton ahead 42-41. In the last minute, Cubby made
the score 44-41. Now the boys began to freeze the
ball but an interception by Paquette made it a one point
game. Back to the deep freeze by Brighton ending in
a 44-43 win. You must remember that North
Stratford had one of the best teams in the northern
section of New Hampshire. By the way, not to change
the subject, Cubby scored 22 points.
The boys back in this part of history were pretty
good baseball players with Dalton McBride as their
ace pitcher. They beat North Troy 22-0 with Doc
allowing only three hits. In one game where Doc’s
arm wasn’t at its best, they asked Cubby to assume
the pitching duties for Brighton. Guess what, we won
14-1 with Cubby striking out 17 and pitching a nohitter. Looked like the bench for McBride but they let
him pitch the rest of the season.
We should also give credit to the Town Team basketball gang called the Comets. This team consisted
of Ray Goulet, Loren ‘Ducky’ Goulet, George Goulet
and Paul ‘Cubby’ Goulet They wouldn’t let me play
because they thought the scorer would go crazy trying
to figure out who was who. The following strangers
were also on this team: Cappy Weatherstone, Bobby
Caouette and Joe Lizzy. They played many great
games but I have only one game submitted to me by
Island Pond Historical Society

Cappy Weatherstone. With only three seconds to go,
Cappy stepped up to the foul line, and with his own
style of shooting foul shots, did just that for a 48-47
win against Gilman. It almost sounds like we didn’t
like those players from Gilman.
At this time I would like to thank the people of
Island Pond for all you have done for me. Phoebe
Basil with her free meals, Jack with his love of the
town and his great baseball team, Bell Lay for more
free meals, Minnie Petrie for more free meals. As you
can see I was always hungry.
But seriously, there is not a person in this town that
did not contribute to the finished product, namely ME!!!
If I would have had one more Uncle to watch over me
I would have been a priest. Free gas, free directions,
always there ready to help, and don’t forget Aunt Clara
who loved Nellie’s boys. Even after I left in 1951,
Uncle Billy Goulet lived in Drayton Plains and I was
over there every weekend as Aunt Bessie ran a restaurant and always had food, free food that is. There
are many more names that I could come up with but
you know who you are and I thank all of you from the
bottom of my heart.
January 3, 1999
John Joseph Goulet was born November 3, 1925
in Rochester, New Hampshire. Early years were spent
in Island Pond but when my father Joseph died, I spent
Grades 1 and 2 in a convent in Rochester, N.H.
Grades 3 through 7 we moved to North Stratford,
N.H. and lived with my mothers parents for awhile
and then moved to a little house which was demolished a few years ago as a result of a train wreck right
in the middle of North Stratford.
My mother's father Edward Daley died in late 1937
and her mother died in early 1938 on the steps of St.
James Catholic Church in Island Pond. This resulted
in our family being split up, Cubby going to Rochester, N.H., mother Joey and I to Detroit to live with
Aunt Mildred Daley. So my 8th grade schooling was
a disaster for me not knowing anyone other than relatives and waiting for a miracle that would get me back
to Island Pond. At the ripe old age of 13, I found
myself on a train heading for the New York Worlds
Fair, then on to Boston, Portland and of course Island
Pond.
Four years of High School in Island Pond were the
6
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A typical one room schoolhouse. This may have been the inside of the Nicholson School. (IPHS
photo)
at the Pond.
(Sports...Continued from page 6) best days that I can reOn arriving in Detroit, I took Civil Service Exams
member especially having survived Detroit. After
for employment with the City of Detroit and the County
graduating in 1943 I immediately enlisted in the Army
of Wayne. After 5 months with the City I transferred
Air Force and was on my way to Fort Devens on
to the Wayne County Road Commission. The pay was
December 7th of that year. After two years in the Army
$2 an hour and I just couldn’t resist that .35 cent raise.
and
I started in a survey crew then moved into SubdiviNavigators School I was discharged in late October
sion development and planning. Finally I was promoted
of 1945 right after the war ended.
to the Engineer of Traffic and Safety where I finished
Thanks to the G.I. Bill I enrolled in St. Anselms
my employment in June of 1983.
College in Manchester, N.H. for my freshman year.
At that time we moved from Plymouth to a one
Then on to UVM where I received a Bachelors Deacre parcel in Canton Township where we still reside.
gree in Civil Engineering in 1950. Not much work
My hobbies are photography and of course hunting. I
available back in those days so after a short work
have a substantial gun collection which keeps me busy
assignment with "Spic" Bailey in the Post Office, I
updating, selling, buying and trading.
found myself heading back to Detroit where I had
My wife Madeline and I have been married for 39
hoped the job market would be more favorable. It
years and have four boys and two girls along with 8
was, but I sure missed all my friends and relatives back
(Continued on page 8)
Island Pond Historical Society
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(Sports...Continued from page 7)
grandchildren. The last two were twins which were in
the Goulet family with George and Clara so I’ve been
blamed for that double header produced by son Sean
and his wife Darla. They also have a 5 year old named
Jake and live on a farm outside town. The rest of the
family live within 15 minutes of our place so it’s nice
that they are so close.
Our gang have been vacationing in Island Pond
almost every year since 1960. It seems that I really
never left Island Pond. We have purchased land on
several occasions but found that it was not practical to
build with all of the family still in Michigan.

Lake Post Office
By John Carbonneau

The November 1999 Vermont Philatelist article
on Post Offices in Norton, Lake, and Averill was of
special interest to me, an Island Pond - Essex
County native. All three places were very familiar.
After reading it, I contacted Laura Gagnon Worth,
a native of the Lake settlement, who had lived as a
child with her Grandmother, Postmistress Amanda
Pelletier, for twelve years when the Lake Post Office
was still open.
The Society thanks John for the fine
Laura recalled, “About 1909 a civil service test
presentation.
was given in the Norton Mills post office to establish a
4th class post office at Lake, site of large lumber operations. Uncle George E. ‘Jimmy’ Pelletier took the
test, and was appointed acting postmaster. In 1916
when he married and moved away, his mother, Amanda
Pelletier, became postmistress. The office closed in
1933 at the time of her death."
“The office was located in my grandmother’s seven
bedroom farm house overlooking the lake and dam,”
recalls Laura. “A long kitchen ran the width of the
house. In one corner was the ‘post office’, consisting
of a large roll-top desk and a large captain’s chair. A
huge safe that kept funds, stamps, and money orders
was located in the dining room."
"The office was always open. Lumber jacks were
the principal customers, as their main link with the outside world was through the mail. There were no roads
July 30, 1904, The "Cardinals" Island Pond,VT. until the famed ‘Roller Coaster Highway’ to Island
Bottom row, Frank Danforth, Alonzo Bailey, Pond was built around World War I. Lumber barons
Earl Davis and Charlie Flaherty. Top row, used the mail for communication and promotion."
__Lewis, unknown, Alfred Bishop, Harry
"Nearby stood the Grand Trunk Railway’s Lake
"Hulgo" Hodsden and Claude Foster. (IPHS station where all passenger trains stopped or could be
photo)
flagged. The mail was received and taken there from
the post office. The home was a busy place. In addition to running a large farm with her parents and the
post office, Mrs. Pelletier’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. John
Boutin, and granddaughter lived with her. Pack peddlers who came by train to walk to the nearby lumber
camps selling their wares also roomed and boarded
there."
In closing, Laura said “Only a grove of pines now
marks the former post office site. The railroad station
is gone, too, and the vast lumbering operations that
Bemis School
dominated the area from the Civil War to World War
Island Pond Historical Society
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II are only a memory. Lake has become a tourist area
The public schools and convent have been inwith a very historic past.”
spected according to the rules of the Vermont State
We appreciate Laura’s assistance and hope you Board of Heath. The convent has a system of urinals
enjoy this unique history .
and closets constructed according to modern plumbing rules and was found to be in very satisfactory condition. A notable improvement at the high school is
the addition of several water closets with proper connections, which adds very materially to the sanitary
Health in Brighton
condition of the schoolhouse.
All public buildings have been inspected and found
circa 1910
to be in very satisfactory condition.
The schoolhouses in the rural districts are in a fairly
The following Health Officer Reports were taken
from the Brighton Town Reports of 1907 through good sanitary condition, but could be improved upon
1911. These reports give an idea of the sanitary by putting by putting into each schoolhouse a system
conditions in the schools and other public places. of running water. This could be done at no great exThey also give us an appreciation for how far we pense and would greatly lessen the liability of conhave come in the treatment and prevention of con- tracting disease, as the old tin pail and cup are a nuitagious disease in less than a hundred years. Mark sance and many times a source of disease.
I would strongly urge upon each teacher to ascerC. Biron
tain each morning if there are any pupils who are feeling ill, and if one has a sore throat, feverish face, or
Health Officer’s Report 1907
cough, they should be sent home immediately and the
During the year 1906 there was reported to me 19 family doctor consulted.
Parents should exercise a little more care in regard
cases of contagious and infectious diseases. Of this
whole number there was 13 cases of measles, 1 of to reporting contagious diseases. If a physician is
diptheria and 5 of typhoid fever. During this same employed for the first case it is his duty to report such
period there has been 39 deaths, 2 of which were still case, but he may not be aware of the existence of a
born, 10 died before they reached the age of one year, second case in the family later on, then it is the duty of
4 died between the ages of 1 and 5, 3 between 10 the parents, or head of the household, to report all
and 20, 3 between 20 and 30, 1 between 30 and 40, cases following.
4 between 40 and 50, 4 between 50 and 60, 3 be- H. E. Sargeant, M.D., Health Officer
tween 60 and 70, 2 between 70 and 80 and 3 lived to Report of the Health Officer 1909
In making my annual inspection of the school
be over 80 years of age. Of the various causes for
houses
and public buildings of the town of Brighton, I
these deaths, 2 died of convulsions, 5 of cancer, 2
were still born, 3 died of heart disease, 2 of old age, 2 find that there has been a few improvements during
of tuberculosis, 3 of some form of disease of the lungs, the past year, especially concerning school house sani4 of kidney disease, 2 of gangrene, 7 of some form of tation.
An improvement has been made at the high school
acute intestinal disease, 1 of chronic intestinal disease,
building,
especially in regard to ventilation, so that all
2 of disease of the central nervous system, 1 of disrooms are well ventilated, and on questioning the teachease of liver and three died from result of accident.
ers, I find that the foul air noticed in some of the rooms
H. E. Sargeant, M.D., Health Officer
last year is not noticeable this year.
Health Officer’s Report 1908
The school at the Iron Bridge is in fairly good conDuring the year 1907 there has been 229 cases of
dition,
but a little repairing around the door casing and
communicable diseases. Of this summer there has
been 1 case of measles, 2 of German measles, 2 of wood box would be economy in fuel, also a source of
typhoid fever, 2 of diphtheria, 140 of mumps, and 82 comfort to the pupils gathered around the stove on
of whooping cough.
Island Pond Historical Society
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William F. Nicholson, Sophia Woodhouse Nicholson, William S. Nicholson and Nell Nicholson
who later was wife of Frank Quimby. House later known as the Nelson Wade House. Photos
donated by Frank Nicholson of Greenwich, Connecticut.
cold mornings.
be built and placed at a distance of not less than 20
The Pleasant Street School has received some at- feet from the main building. The out house that now
tention during the past year in the putting in of a new exists is practically under the same roof as the main
floor and desks, which adds much to the attractive- school room and within 10 feet of the entrance leadness of the school room. The school at the Head of ing into the school room. This constitutes a nuisance
the Pond has also undergone repairs in the way of fresh and must be disposed of within a reasonable length of
paint and the installation of a ventilator. The school in time.
the East Brighton district should receive a attention as
Another problem that confronts us is the provision
the out house has been blown down by some heavy made under the State Board of Health in regard to
winds (or some other agent) and put entirely out of placing fire escapes upon all public buildings. I becommission. This should be placed on it’s foundation lieve that a fire escape should be placed upon our
again or else a new one should be built and placed at a high school building so that all rooms could be empproper distance from the main school building.
tied of pupils if necessary with out the use of the main
The school in the Nicholson district is in a bad sani- hallway. This fire escape should lead down from the
tary condition and should be attended to at once by second story and could be made of wood or iron and
the school commissioners. A new out house should be wholly outside of the building. The school comIsland Pond Historical Society
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This is a distant view of the Nicholson house, barn and Haystack Hill, which looks as if it had
been hit by a tornado or heavy lumbering operations. (Photo donated by Frank Nicholson)
out of order or can not be found at all.
All public buildings where a large number of people
are assembled, whether for a few hours only, or for an
entire day, or which are occupied both night and day,
are more than ordinarily susceptible to calamities from
fire or panic and should receive proper attention.
H. E. Sargeant, M.D., Health Officer
Report of the Health Officer 1910
To the citizens of the town of Brighton:
There has been several improvements during the
past year in the sanitation of our school houses and
public buildings.
The out house in the East Brighton district has been
repaired and is in good sanitary condition. The bad
condition that existed in the Nicholson district last year
at the time of inspection has been improved by the

missioners must look after this within a reasonable
length of time. Another building that would be a serious menace to human life in case of fire or panic is the
Opera House block where two large lodge rooms
are maintained. A fire originating below or in the stairway would cut off all chance of escape in this direction. There should be an iron fire escape leading directly from each lodge room to the street below.
The Y.M.C.A. Building should be provided with
iron ladders leading from the third story directly to the
ground. There should be at least two ladders placed
on different sides of the building.
All hotels more than two stories high should be
provided with fire escapes upon the outside of the
building.
The apparatus consisting of a rope and webbing
now in use by some hotels is a nuisance and generally
Island Pond Historical Society
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Nicholson School 1988

Photo Donated by Mr. Frank Nicholson
Island Pond Historical Society
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This is the Nicholson School class of 1908. Mr. Grow is the Teacher. 1st row, L-R, Esther Wilson,
Vivian Connley, Irene Davis, Mr. Grow, Marion Davis, Alma Currier, Hazel Rivers, 2nd row, L-R,
Irving Wilson, Ethel Meehan, Helen Davis, John Meehan, Jessie Robertson, Ralph Davis. 3rd
row, L-R, ? Grow, Hazel Wark, Myra Connley, Allie Wilson. (IPHS photo)

Village School - 1912
Island Pond Historical Society
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School Locations Map -- drawn by Cliff Biron
(Health...Continued from page 11) building of a new
out house at a reasonable distance from the school
house. At the high school building a new ventilator
has been installed in one of the east rooms.
A fire escape has been placed upon the building so
that a fire originating in the basement and cutting off
escape by the stairway all pupils on the second floor
should leave the building easily by this exit. Fire escapes have been placed recently on the Stewart House,
Essex House, Opera Block, the Bosworth Store Co.
building and L.B. Jones block on Cross street. At the
present time there are only two buildings in town that
have not complied with the law, viz: the Y.M.C.A.
Building and the Convent. I expect these two buildings will be provided for in the near future.
H. E. Sargeant
Health Officer for the town of Brighton
Island Pond Historical Society

Health Officer’s Report 1911
To the residents of the town of Brighton:
The duties of a health office have been expanding
so much in the past few years, that I take this opportunity to enumerate some of the more important duties
that have been put upon him since the enactment of
the pure food and drugs act. The health officer is the
inspector and his duties are to inspect dairies, creameries, cheese factories, and all other places where milk
products are made and prepared.
He must also inspect stockyards, abattories,
slaughter houses, and all places where cattle are slaughtered and prepared for market. He must also inspect
grocery stores, meat markets, fish markets, drug stores,
and all places where food and drugs are prepared for
sale.
He must inspect bakeries, bake shops, hotels, res14
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on the Convent and Y.M.C.A. Building as provided
by law.
The school houses are in fairly good sanitary condition, and while they are not all in strict accordance
with the rules and regulations of our State Board of
Health in regard to heating and ventilating, I do not
believe there is anything about them that would be injurious to the health of our children in attendance.
Respectfully,
H. E. Sargeant, M.D., Health Officer.

Nicholson School 1918-1919

Recent Museum Donations -

taurants, and all public places where food is prepared
and sold. He must keep a strict watch over dairies
that furnish milk to the inhabitants of the town where it
is delivered. He must also make frequent inspections
of the water supply and secure samples to send to the
laboratory for analysis to ascertain its purity.
He must be on the lookout to guard against the
introduction of contagious diseases into the town, and
if any are reported to him he must immediately investigate to ascertain the origin, cause, etc., and he must
take action at once to prevent the spread of the disease.
He must make an inspection each year of every
schoolhouse and public building in his town to see if
they are properly ventilated, heated and in good sanitary condition.
He must see that the fire escapes on public buildings are in working order and are not obstructed in
any way so that in case of fire there will be as little
delay as possible in vacating the building. In fact the
health officer must keep a watchful eye over the whole
community in order that he may guard against anything that may be detrimental to the public health.
As each year passes the people are getting better
acquainted with the health rules and regulations and if
they find that they have a contagious disease in their
house they are looking for a card on their door immediately.
Health matters have been running smoothly the past
year, and I appreciate the way in which the other members of the Board have supported me in all our endeavors to preserve the health of our community.
Since my last report, fire escapes have been placed

-- Faithful member, Ronald King, prior to his death
last summer, donated a length of wooden water pipe,
made by his grandfather, and used in the first Brighton
water system.
-- Life member, Bill Holman Danforth, donated a
Grand Trunk Conductors hat worn by his grandfather,
Adam Danforth. It is over a century old and in perfect
condition.
-- Life member Arlene Barnes Wing donated a Grand
Trunk canvas stretcher once common on all baggage
cars on passenger trains. It was used when her mother,
Mrs. Cydney Barnes, had a ruptured appendix and
was rushed to Sherbrooke Hospital on the passenger
train for surgury. Auto transportation to hospitals in
Newport or St. Johnsbury was not available.
We are grateful for these donations.

Island Pond Historical Society

Newark School. Irene Davis Osborne - Teacher
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and 111 leading to Seymour Lake. The Webster district school was located in the Iron Bridge are and on
the Five Mile Square Road.
An article on Island Pond schools, printed September 4, 1896 in the Essex County Herald, named
all the town schools that were maintained that year.
There was the High School, Grammar School Grade
Number 2, Grade Number 3 and Primary school.
Perhaps that included all the classes that were held in
the High School building. The High School mentioned
in this article is believed to be Island Pond’s second
high school building and it was only two years old having been built in 1894 on Mountain Street.
There was the Pleasant Street School within the
village limits. This building is now the home for the
local VFW Post 2309. The building is still in its original condition. The date it was built is not known. In
1878 it was located up the hill on the west side of
Pleasant Street next to the protestant cemetery in the
vicinity of the “Bud” Wade house. The building was
moved in 1888 to its present location by Mr. George
H. Fitzgerald.

Brighton Schools
by Cliff Biron
The Island Pond School report for the year ending
March 4, 1888 stated the town maintained 13 schools
when in fact there were only 11 school houses. So to
solve the school house shortage, the school board
rented two private homes for school purposes.
The 1890 school report carried the following articles concerning the rental of two homes. Report dated
March 4, 1888 states “A building was rented in the
Henshaw District—Desks and blackboards were put
in and used for two terms at a rental of one dollar a
week. I would advise the renting of a room for another year when the matter of location can be determined.” (The writer didn’t find any evidence that a
school was ever built in the Henshaw district.) “School
number 11, Butters District School is now closed and
the scholars provided for in the Webster District.”
School was held in a rented house in the Butters
district also. The Butters district was located three
miles north of the village at the junction of route 114

Umpire, Andy Applebee watches the play at 1st base. 1972-76. (Photo by Mark C. Biron)
Island Pond Historical Society
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The Hunter District School was built on Cedar
Brook Road in 1897. According to Nelson Wade
the school was moved closer to Route 114 in 1910.
A few years later it burned.
Many teachers who taught in Brighton were from
Island Pond. One of Island Pond’s oldest residents,
Mrs. Mildred Gibson, who is 96 years old, taught at
the Nicholson School for two separate nonconsecutive years. She substituted at most of the village
schools also and taught many years in surrounding
towns.
Irma Worth started teaching in 1937 at the Iron
Bridge School. She taught there for an annual salary
of a little less than $600. She then taught in Westmore
for two years at $800 a year. After two years at
Westmore she returned to teaching in Island Pond at
the Head of the Pond School. Raising a family in the
late 1940’s interrupted her teaching career. She eventually went back to teaching out of town in the 1950’s
and returned to teaching again in Island Pond at the
Pleasant Street School from 1957-59.
Irma said she had 35 students one year at the Pleasant Street School, 10 - 5th graders and 25 - 4th graders. All lived in the downtown and Derby-Pleasant
Street area. Some of the 5th graders were Gary
Osborne, Mary Ann Riggie, Harvey Worth, Douglas
Webster and Larry Richleau.
Phyllis Glasson also taught at the Pleasant Street
School for three years. She was the last teacher at
this school as it closed at the end of the school year in
1961.
Ina Worth was a grade school teacher at the Island Pond High School and the new elementary school.

Newark School
The Iron Bridge School was built in 1883 and is
now the home of Ted Johnson.
The Height of Land School was built in 1883 and
located on the road leading to Lyndonville, Route 114
South, about four miles from the village. The school
was also referred to as the St. Titus School and the
Smith District School. In 1902 the building was moved
north one mile on Route 114 by A.E. Hawkins at a
cost of $89.75! Since it was moved and located on
property that was owned by William Nicholson it was
then named “The Nicholson School.” The Nicholson
School still stands and is owned by Nelson Wade.
The Davis School, a very small school building was
not open much if at all in 1896. It was located on the
Newark road a short distance from Route 114. In
1902 this building was abandoned and sold under
much protest from the area residents. It was believed
to have been one of the oldest schools in Island Pond.
The Bemis School was built in 1887 and located
five miles west of the village on Route 105 at the base
of the Basil Hill Road across from the Porter farm.
The building was converted to a nice home by Mr.
Warren Coe in the mid 1970’s. Robert Porter now
owns the home.
The Head of the Pond School was located on the
Head of the Pond Road and most likely built in the
mid 1880’s. Frank Allard purchased and dismantled
it and built a new home there.
The East Brighton School was located on the west
side of the railroad tracks where the Head of the Pond
Road joins Route 105. The school was moved across
the railroad and to the east side of Route 105 in the
summer of 1900. The school lot was donated by Mr.
S.D. Hobson.
Island Pond Historical Society
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Recent Deaths
Life members
Mrs. Heinz Feidler
Lorina Goulet
Tom Gustenhoven
Ronald Frederick King
Marcel G. Lavoie
Eva Lyons
Marcel Major
Woodman Miner
Eileen Lovering McCollum
Bertha Haley McWain
Brendon Paradis
Mrs. Ed Quinn

Others
Carroll Ann Blake
William Joseph Beckett Jr.
Lucille M Calderwell
Mrs. Richard (Claire) Dill
Leonie Duquette
Charles Etheze
Lawrence Goulet
Theodore Goulet
Stephen Thoedore Goulet
Jack C. Guillette
Elmer Martin
Sonny Martin
James Patrick McDermott
Madeline Coe Pratt
Dean Lawrence Richmond
Steve Norman Rivers
Anna Johanna Roth
Robert Smith
Ruth Pierce Spaulding
David Steady
Ronald Stott
Elise Worth

Memorial Gifts for:
- Gloria King Canario by
Bruno E Canario
-William King by Miriam King
Lyons
-Roland King by John and
Elaine Carbonneau
-Edith Bartlett Paradis by
Glendon Paradis
-Eddie Quinn by Mrs. Ed
(Gete) Quinn and Kay Quinn
Hopkins
-Lorina Goulet by Wilbur &
Geraldine Frey
-Paul Hunt by his wife Pat
- Mrs. Dunc (Alice) Cameron
by her daughter, Nancy
Cameron Keough
-Bertha Haley McWain by
John, Patricia, Mitchell, Steven
and Bonnie Lapine
-Mahlon O'brien by his Brother
Pat O'Brien

Remember to send your new
Bud Wade Counts
change for a young
customer at the
annual Bazaar
concession stand.
(Mark Biron photo
1972-76)
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Eugenie Roby's 3rd grade, 1941. Rear L-R, Brian King, Quida Ewens, Kenny Bosworth, Myrtle
Martin, Danny Martin, Priscilla Jewel, Morris McKenney, Benny Thurber. Front L-R, Paul
King, Roy Marsh, Glenyce Brooks, Betty Ladd, Joyce Davis, Barbara White, Phyllis Langmaid
and Gleynn Brooks. (IPHS photo)
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View of Nicholson Farm orchard. L-R - Nell Nicholson, William F. Nicholson, Sophia
Woodhouse Nicholson and William S. Nicholson. (Photo donated by Frank Nicholson)
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